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As we are now in the period of Advent, last Sunday being the first Sunday of Advent 
where if we were in church we would be lighting the purple candle on the advent 
wreath, it is a time for all of us to start preparing for Christmas. This is the time that 
we remember the first coming of Jesus, when he was born as a baby in Bethlehem 
and to look forward to his second coming when everyone will recognise him and all 
injustice, sadness and suffering will cease. 

 

We can definitely hear and see that Christmas is certainly upon us at St. John’s School as every class 
has decorated their classroom this week, Christmas trees are already up in every room in the school with 
the twinkling lights reminding us of how special this time of the year really is. The carol singing has be-
gun and next week we will start to video this so that you will be able to see every class participating in 
this activity. Ruby Class have been very busy practising their Nativity and that too will be videoed so that 
all parents will be able to enjoy viewing this.  

We will be putting the Christmas post box outside the school gate for all of next week so please have 
your Christmas cards ready to post so that we will have enough time to quarantine them before we dis-
tribute them on the last week. Please also take the time to read the top tips from the Eco-Committee 
about how we can all reduce, reuse and recycle over the festive period.  

Thank you to the School Council for organising the PJ Day in aid of Vanessa our sponsored child in 

Uganda, if you have not yet donated, please do so on our donations button on ParentPay. As we are no 

longer handling cash due to Covid-19, this will be how all payments and donations are made from now 

on.  We have raised £203 so far, thank you to those parents who have already donated. 

As the end of term approaches and the second lockdown comes to an end, I write to reinforce a simple 
but important message about Coronavirus. 

If your child is displaying any of the symptoms of Covid-19, however mild, it is absolutely vital that you 
keep them away from school until they are well, and until we can be sure that they are not positive for 
Covid-19.  We continue to rely on your support and engagement in this in order to keep school function-
ing as normally as we can.  For the sake of completeness, the most common symptoms of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) are recent onset of: 

 

 New continuous cough or 

 High temperature or 

 A loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia). 

 

We are doing everything in our power to maintain pupil and staff safety and to protect educational conti-
nuity.  This major priority remains, but without your vigilance, we cannot succeed.  We have seen from 
the very small number of cases we have had in school this term that the collateral impact on other pupils 
can be quite significant and we need your help to keep this to an absolute minimum.  This is particularly 
true now as we start to enter the festive period and we really don’t want anyone having to isolate over 
Christmas. 

Please also ensure that only one adult is dropping and collecting at all times and that no parents are con-
gregating outside of school.  Please observe the social distance rule and the correct drop off and collec-
tion times. 

Have a lovely, relaxing weekend and remember to reduce, reuse and recycle. 

With our very best wishes,   

Sue Notley Headteacher 
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PLEASE NOTE TIMES 

 

 

 

 

4 December 2020 

School Council 
Thank you to some members of the School Council who made posters for PJ Day and to everyone who 
supported this fun day. Please ensure that you have made your donation of £1 on the donation section 
on ParentPay. Next week we will be able to report how much we have made in total for Vanessa in 
Uganda.  

Our next fundraising activity will be Christmas Jumper Day on the 15th December so dust off those jump-
ers, reuse or recycle instead of buying a new one! 

 

 

Eco-Committee 

St. John’s Eco-Committee want to encourage all members of our school community to ensure that they 
are reusing and recycling over the festive period so that together we can all reduce the waste in our 
world. 

Top tips include the following: 

Ensure that we are reusing our Christmas decorations and using natural materials like ivy, holly etc to 
decorate our home as opposed to buying decorations. You can have great fun walking in the forest to 
collect your foliage to decorate your home. 

If we are having a real Christmas tree ensure that after Christmas we recycle this tree.  

Try to ensure that we are using recycled wrapping paper and avoiding plastic bags at all times. 

Think about buying your family reusable presents e.g. water bottles, flasks, shopping bags 

 

DIAMOND CLASS   

Thank you to the majority of pupils in Diamond Class for the excellent work that you completed during 
the isolation period – it was a real credit to you. The pupils have had great fun today decorating their 
classroom for Christmas – I am delighted to report that we have reused all our decorations from last 
year and it looks truly magical! Throughout the next two weeks they will be participating in lots of differ-
ent activities to celebrate this festive period. This week they have been working very hard on improving 
their comprehension skills as next week will be our assessment week where the pupils will sit a reading, 
maths and spelling, punctuation and grammar test. This will give is a very clear indication of the pro-
gress that all pupils have made this term and we will be able to feed this information back to you in the 
next Parents’ Evening which will be early in February. 

Have  a relaxing weekend. 

Susan Notley and Asma Chebbi 

Class Start Time Finish Time 

Emerald Class 8.45am 3pm 

Diamond Class 8.45am 3pm 

Sapphire Class 8.50am 2.50pm 

Ruby Class – Reception 
                      Nursery 

8.55am 
12.15pm 

2.45pm 
2.45pm 
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I am sure you will appreciate the complexity and challenges that the school face at this particular time to 
ensure that we are taking every measure possible to keep you child safe. It is important that we are work-
ing together to achieve this.  

 

Here are some important rules, which we need all parents to follow, in order to keep children, staff and 
parents safe. We rely on every parent to follow our procedures so that things run as smoothly and safely 
as possible.  

 

Parents will not be permitted to go to the school office at any time. 

Please ring if you need to speak to someone. 

 

Therefore, it is essential that you adhere to the following expectations if your child is returning to St. John’s 
School.   

 

 There is an expectation from the school that if you are sending your child to school, that you are 
agreeing to have your child tested if he/she shows symptoms of the virus, otherwise your child can-
not attend school.  

 Please note that if your child presents with any symptoms of the coronavirus, they must stay at 
home and should self-isolate as per Government guidelines.  In addition to this, if they show any 
signs of being unwell, whatever they are that they should stay at home. You will need to inform the 
school of this. 

 It is important that everyone fully understands that this is a public health crisis and any child present-
ing with cold like symptoms will not be allowed into school unless they take a Covid -19 test and can 
evidence a negative test. 

 Only one adult will be allowed to drop off their child and collect.  (Please arrange this in advance, so 
that we do not have to remind anyone at the gate).  If a different adult is collecting, please inform the 
school in advance. 

 All parents will maintain social distancing of 2 metres at all times.  This includes your child too, mark-
ers will be displayed to help with this outside of the school. 

 Please be prompt for drop off and pick up.  Please also keep a 2 metre distance if you are waiting 
on the pavement outside the school.  Parents must not congregate together outside or on the school 
site.  Our measures have been put in place for everyone’s safety. 

 We will be taking every child’s temperature as they come into school.  If they do have a high temper-
ature they will go straight home. 

 Please talk to your children before they come back into school about the importance of hand wash-
ing, social distancing and the importance of listening to instructions given by adults in school. 

 To minimise risk of contamination, please only bring in blue book bags. 

 No scooters will be allowed on the premises – please keep them at home. 

 To ensure safety for all concerned, can you please arrive at the correct time (observing the social 
distancing measures that are put in place for dropping off and collecting), as we are trying to stagger 
the entry and dismissal times.  Could you please collect your child at the correct time also as stated 
on the weekly schedule. 

 

Christmas School Dinner 
 

We are having our Christmas School Dinner on Tuesday 15 December.  If your child has 
packed lunch but they would like to have a school dinner, please pay £2.50 on your school 
dinner account and email the school office, office@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk  so that the 
kitchen can order the correct amount of food.  
Pupils already having school dinners will automatically have one.  
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Online Safety/Microsoft Teams 

First of all, it was so amazing to see a full school again this week, with Key Stage Two children and 
staff returning. It has been great hearing all the positive comments about the engagement with all the 
set sessions and the quality of work that was submitted by the vast majority of pupils.  

 

Now as we are approaching Christmas, I strongly urge parents and carers to take a look at the follow-
ing link - https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/staying-safe-online-christmas. This is a great website 
that really breaks down online safety at Christmas time and lots of great hints and tips you could take to 
ensure every child remains as safe as possible during the approach to Christmas as well as the Christ-
mas holidays itself.  

 

I wish you all a lovely, peaceful, relaxing weekend.  

 

James Stringer  

James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk  
 

School Uniform 

This can be purchased from Smiths Schoolwear, 155-157 Lancaster Rd, Enfield EN2 0JN. 

 

If you would like to purchase a school tie or water bottle, this can be purchased from the ParentPay shop, 
where the link is located on our homepage of the school website or please use the link below. 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=783 

Breakfast Club Reminder 

 Starts at 8.00am (please do not bring children any earlier, they will not be allowed in) 

 If you require breakfast for your child, please ensure you are at school by 8.10am 

 Breakfast Club account should always be in credit (either weekly, monthly or termly) 

Flu Vaccination 

If your child missed the flu immunisation session at school and you would like them to have it, there are 
catch up sessions at Children’s Immunisation Team, Pine Lodge, St Michael’s Hospital, Gater Drive, En-
field, EN2 0JB (for sat nav use EN2 0JA)  

Please call 020 8702 3499 to book a time for your child to receive his/her vaccination. 

Dangerous Driving 

One of our staff was walking home on Thursday 26 November down Clay Hill at about 3.05pm and a big 

yellow lorry mounted the pavement, nearly knocking them down.  We believe that the lorry might have 

turned into Strayfield Road.  Please be extra vigilant when walking home from school.  We have raised 

this at the Governing Body meeting yesterday.  If anyone has any information, please contact the school 

office.  

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/staying-safe-online-christmas
mailto:James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=783


5 

 

AUTUMN 2020 

INSET DAY 
Thursday 3 September & Friday 4 Sep-
tember 

Starts Monday 7 September 

Half-term Monday 26 October—Friday 30 October 

INSET DAY Friday 27 November 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 18 December 

Bank Holiday Friday 25 & Monday 28 December 

SPRING 2021 

INSET DAY Monday 4 January 

Starts Tuesday 5 January 

Half-term Monday 15 Feb -Friday 19 February 

Ends (1.30pm) Thursday 1 April 

SUMMER 2021 

Starts Monday 19 April  

Half-term Monday 31 May—Friday 4 June 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 23 July 

Bank Holiday Monday 3 May & Monday 31 May 

INSET DAY Friday 25 June   

Term Dates for 2020/2021 

 Date List for Autumn Term 2020  

Monday 7 to 11 Christmas Post Box outside school 8.45am -
3.00pm 

Monday 14 Ruby Class’ Nativity—a video link sent to all parents  

Tuesday 15 Christmas School Dinner  

Christmas Jumper Day (donation of £1 to be made on ParentPay 

under donations to St. John’s) 

 

Wednesday 16 All classes singing carols (separately) video link sent to all parents  

Thursday 17 Christmas Parties   

Friday 18 Winners of Catriona Fathers’ Writing Competition announced  

Friday 18 END OF AUTUMN TERM 1.00pm 
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SAPPHIRE CLASS     

It was great to welcome a new family to our amazing St John’s community and a new addition in Year 2 

this week. We have really enjoyed getting into the Christmas spirit by working together to decorate the 

classroom whilst listening to Christmas music in the background! Furthermore, as we are now into ad-

vent, Year 1 and Year 2 have their own year group advent calendar with each pupil in their respective 

year group having the opportunity to open the door and eat the delicious chocolate between now and 

when we finish on December 18th. As we make the final approach to Christmas, there will be lots of op-

portunities before we finish to engage in lots more fun and exciting Christmas activities – please watch 

this space as I am sure the children will have lots of exciting stories to tell you! That saying, I cannot also 

stress enough the importance of the children also maintaining their focus and concentration as it is vital 

that all of our incredible efforts with our handwriting, reading, writing and maths are maintained up until 

we finish. Thank you again for all the reading records which were returned today, it is just amazing to see 

the enthusiasm for, and determination with, our spellings (Year 2 where applicable) and our reading! You 

are all superstars Sapphire!  

Take care, and have a lovely, peaceful weekend.  

James Stringer, Tracey Hargate & Elena Dall’Aglio  

EMERALD CLASS   
 
It has been great being back in the classroom this week, although the children did produce some out-
standing work during our online teaching.  In maths we have been focusing on ratio and proportion; the 
children have really grasped these tricky concepts and have been answering some challenging questions 
based around this.  In science we looked at our water challenge work, watched a couple of superb videos 
the children had made and discussed what reversible and irreversible changes meant.  In guided reading 
sessions, everybody is working extremely well with their adult. My group, who have been reading Raven’s 
Gate by Anthony Horrowitz have thoroughly enjoyed this dark and mysterious text, so much that we have 
moved on to the second one in the series.  It is crucial that the children are reading on a regular basis as 
this impacts on everything they do across all the subjects.  I am now confident that children in Emerald 
class could talk passionately about what they have read.  Have a great weekend, probably one with lots 
of decorating trees and rooms, although I did see lots of trees up during the online learning sessions! 

Joe Law 

 

 RUBY CLASS   

Christmas has arrived in Ruby Class! Father Christmas's workshop has opened and the Ruby elves have 
been very busy wrapping presents, writing present labels and Christmas cards and decorating the Christ-
mas tree. We have also been talking about the importance of the period of Advent in the Christian calen-
dar and have started the countdown to Christmas  by lighting the first candle of our beautiful Advent 
wreath which Ms. Dall'Aglio has made.  In maths we have been recognising 3D shapes which links in very 
nicely with our present wrapping. The children have also been writing some very special letters to Father 
Christmas which  Mr Law will deliver for us - we will be expecting our replies very soon! We have been 
busy rehearsing the songs for the Nativity play and next week the children will be using the stage for the 
first time which they are very excited about. I have been so impressed with how well the children are put-
ting their coats on this week and having a really good try at doing their own buttons and zips up - thank 
you so much for all your support with this, it really is a huge help in the classroom. 
 
Have a lovely weekend and take care 
Pat Creed, & Sylwia Hocyk                              

pat.creed@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

mailto:pat.creed@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
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Parents’ Information 

 
If such a need should arise, if a pupil has a positive test, please contact the school office during school 
hours, otherwise please email the Headteacher. 

head@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

Alternatively, if you child has had a negative test, we now need to see the evidence of this—so please 
email this to the school office. 
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