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I am sure that after the Prime Minister’s statement on Sunday, you will have lots of questions about a 
possible return to school for some children.  We too, have many questions and concerns that will need 
clarification. Because of this, I apologise for the fact that, in this update, I will not be able to give you the 
details for which you are no doubt waiting.   
 
As you can imagine, school leaders have spent much of this week Zooming, phoning, discussing and 
planning. There has been a torrent of emails and guidance from the government, much of it contradicto-
ry. Just one example is: people should only meet with one member of a different family and, even then, 
they should do so in the open air. Meanwhile, children and school staff are being told to meet with mem-
bers of fifteen different families and stay with them in the same room for six and a half hours.  
 
I have spent much of this week (day and night) thinking how on earth I could keep your children and my 
staff safe. Whilst older children are capable of understanding social distancing and regulating their own 
choices and behaviour, I am concerned that little ones will find it difficult and could well find it upsetting. 
The St. John’s that they left in March will be a very different place when they do eventually return if we 
are going to implement every necessary procedure in order to keep everyone safe. 
  
As a Headteacher, I have always tried to do what is right for our school community and I will continue to 
do so to the best of my ability. I have a duty to try to make this work and my staff are meeting and ago-
nising over what to plan next. I can promise you that in everything, we will do our very best to keep chil-
dren safe and that, whatever we decide, will be the best we can do. 
  

Some children may be able to return to school on 1st June. This is dependent on the famed ‘R number’  
  
Until 1st June, the situation remains as it is currently. 

Remote learning for those year groups not in school will continue as it does now. Remote learning for 
children in N, R, 1 and 6 choosing not to come back to school, will continue with the arrangement that we 
currently have in place. 
  
Children of key workers will still be offered a place at school on the days they need it. Reception, Year 
One and Year Six children would be integrated back into their own classes. 
  
Start and end times may well be staggered with the requirement for all parents to adhere to social dis-
tancing arrangements and only one parent attending.  
  
Hand and respiratory hygiene and safe distancing will be a key feature of each day.  
 
Classrooms and communal areas will be cleaned more often than usual, with door handles being 
cleaned several times a day. Older children can learn to play their part in this. 
  
We would ask that children wear clean clothes every day and that their shoes are disinfected each morn-
ing before they come into school. More information on this will follow soon. 
  
Children returning to school will be kept in groups of no more than 15. They will learn, eat, play and wor-
ship with the same group of 15 children and if we can the same adult. 
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Children will not necessarily be taught by their own teacher or in their own classroom. If classes are split, 
then clearly the class teacher cannot be in all the classes. In addition to this, we are still not clear when 
Mr. Law will be well enough to return to us as his recovery rate is proving to be a very slow process. Given 
the current circumstances, I have not been able to appoint a class teacher for Diamond Class which 
means that there is an added pressure on my teaching staff including myself to be able to implement this 
programme and also continue to provide the extensive remote learning programme as well. 
  
Reception children are unlikely to be taught in the Reception classrooms, as it would be impossible to 
keep all the toys and bricks etc. clean and there are too many soft toys and furnishings to be able to steri-
lise everything. Children would also need to be in an environment where they can be distanced from each 
other. 
  
All lunches would be in the form of a packed lunch whether provided from home or the school kitchen. 
This will give flexibility in where and when children eat their lunch. 
  
It is likely that children will need to bring their own pens and pencils etc. and will only be allowed to use 
their own equipment. 
  
Despite the obvious operational difficulties, children will of course be welcomed with all the usual care and 
love that St. John’s is renowned for. 
  

  
Places at school may not be full-time. It is possible that children will attend alternate days, part-weeks or 
alternate weeks. This has not been decided. There is much discussion amongst local Heads on this issue. 
  
If children were to be in small groups of 15, it would use up every classroom and almost every member of 
staff. If the government then decide that other year groups should return to school as well, then the small 
group system would not be possible. Of course alongside this, we also have to accommodate the regular 
pupils of keyworkers that attend daily as well. 
  
How will I ensure the health and well-being of staff? Contrary to what seems to be popular belief, school 
staff  have been working right through this crisis. They have not been furloughed. We are so fortunate at 
St. John’s School to have such a dedicated staff who are totally committed to the learning and well-being 
of all pupils. 
 

I would really appreciate it if you could please complete this survey which was sent out on Wednesday to 
parents of children in Yr.6, Yr.1 and Reception as this will help us to get an idea about the numbers of pu-
pils that we will need to organise provision for. 
 

 
On a very positive note, thank you again to so many parents and pupils for participating in our virtual ses-

sions both last week and this week. We are delighted to report again that in every class we have had an 

extremely high percentage of participation and in three classes we have had over 85% which is excellent. 

I am also really impressed with how mature and responsible so many pupils have been with their learning 

by ensuring that they have uploaded their work in time for the class teacher to provide feedback. This initi-

ative has been a tremendous success for St. John’s. 

 
 
 

Things we do not know or are still considering 

Remote learning programme for all year groups 

Parental survey for Yr.6, Yr.1 and Rec. pupils 
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Although we will do everything we can, I cannot guarantee that children will be 100% safe. So far it seems 
that young children either do not get COVID-19 or that they do get it but remain asymptomatic. Serious 
illness and death is extremely rare amongst young children. 
  
Government advice is as follows: 
Severity of disease in children – there is high scientific confidence that children of all ages have less se-
vere symptoms than adults if they contract coronavirus (COVID-19). 
  
The age of children – there is moderately high scientific confidence that younger children are less likely to 
become unwell if infected with coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 It is possible, but the government say the risk is worth taking in order to get the economy moving again. 
  

The government has said that parents will not be fined for not sending their child/ren to school. As a 
headteacher, I would not chase anyone that made that choice. I would probably ask Mrs Flanagan to 
phone you, in order to ascertain and record your reasons but you would not get absence letters or refer-
rals to the Educational Welfare Service. If children were still absent from school in September, this might 
be different! 
  

No. This would not be possible. 

No. please follow advice from your doctor. 

We will of course be sending out school reports in July. 

As already planned, we still hope to hold our very special Leavers’ Service on the morning of the  17th July 
for our Year 6 pupils and their parents. Nearer the time, I will send out more details about this very special 
occasion where we celebrate the time that these pupils and their families have spent at St. John’s School 
and wish them all the very best in their new adventures. 

We ask that you do not contact the school office to request information about the reopening of the school. 
As always, we will keep you informed once we have received guidance, and had the time to formulate a 
plan. In the meantime, please try not to worry. Our plan at the moment is to continue to provide our inten-
sive remote learning programme; keep contact with you and continue to support each other in these very 
difficult times. 

Take care and stay safe. 

 

Hopefully we can enjoy some fabulous sunshine this weekend. 

Best wishes, 

 

Susan Notley, Headteacher 

Possible Parent Questions 

Will my child be safe at school? 

I/my child/ a family member is considered to be clinically extremely vulnerable, should I still send 
my child to school? 

Can siblings attend school if one of them is in Nursery, Reception, Year One or Year Six? 

What will happen if I choose not to send my child to school? 

Could my child carry the virus back home and infect adults? 

……..and finally, 

Leavers’ Service for Year 6 pupils and parents 

School Reports 
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14 May 2020 

Father Peter’s message to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

 If you are finding that you do not have sufficient food for your family, Love your Doorstep are part-
nering up with the North Enfield Food Bank to provide a service for you.  Please can you inform the 
school if you require this. 

 We are going to keep the box outside to collect food in for the food bank between 9.00am and 
3.00pm 

 If your circumstances have changed and you would like to see if you are eligible for Free School 
Meals  - please refer to the ParentPay email FSM letter to parents. 
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    Term Dates for 2020/2021 SUMMER 2020 

Starts Monday 20 April  

Half Term Monday 25 May—Friday 29 May 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 17 July 

Bank Holiday Friday 8 May & Monday 25 May 

  

AUTUMN 2020 

INSET DAY 
Thursday 3 September & Friday 4 Sep-
tember 

Starts Monday 7 September 

Half Term Monday 26 October—Friday 30 October 

INSET DAY Friday 27 November 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 18 December 

Bank Holiday Friday 25 & Monday 28 December 

SPRING 2021 

INSET DAY Monday 4 January 

Starts Tuesday 5 January 

Half Term Monday 15 Feb -Friday 19 February 

Ends (1.30pm) Thursday 1 April 

SUMMER 2021 

Starts Monday 19 April  

Half Term Monday 31 May—Friday 4 June 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 23 July 

Bank Holiday Monday 3 May & Monday 31 May 

INSET DAY Friday 25 June   

Online Safety at home    

 It has been fantastic to see so many children again across the school this week who have engaged with the 
‘Virtual Chat session.’ Alike anything new, any feedback is important to ensure that we are maximising the 
opportunities and experiences from these meetings. Therefore, if anybody does have any feedback (positive 
as well as things to potentially consider), please do email these to me at 
James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk. Parental feedback has already been extremely useful and has 
recently resulted in private channels being created for all pupils so that work and feedback is now private. 
Please note that we will still be sharing work publicly on the General Class Teams Posts and the website as it 
is very important that we celebrate and recognise all the amazing work that has been going on in all classes! I 
would like to reiterate my thanks for all your support, cooperation and patience with this – it has been a steep 
learning curve for everybody but I think we are well on our way with this now. Please ensure all work from the 
week is uploaded into your own private channel by the following Monday at the very latest as class 
teachers use Monday as a time to give you feedback. Finally, we are still waiting for a few agreements 

to be returned to us so please sign and return these to us as these are so important. Thank you, and have a 
happy, safe weekend everybody. James Stringer 

 RUBY CLASS   

Hello everyone, it has been so lovely to have seen most of you on teams for one or more of the sessions. 
Please email me if you are having any difficulties with logging on etc. Thank you so much for the lovely 
cards and birthday wishes you sent in: I was very touched and very surprised as I am sure you saw in the 
middle of the teams meeting – so glad we managed to finish reading the story of Noah! Just to remind 
you that there is a new pack of activities (including our bean challenge) available for collection Thursday 
and Friday, for both Nursery and Reception. Also there will be an opportunity to exchange your free 
choice book, please put the returning book into the returns box and mark off in the folder – many thanks. I 
do hope you all enjoyed the lovely weather last weekend and you had a chance to wave your flag to cele-
brate VE day. Just a quick reminder for our teams meeting times next week – 

 Monday 2.00 p.m. Ruby class chat  
 Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday; Nursery 10.00 a.m. – 10.20 a.m., Reception 10.30 a.m. – 11.00 

a.m. - Phonics/maths sessions  

I hope you all have a lovely weekend, take care 

 

Pat Creed & Elena Dall’Aglio                                                     pat.creed@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

 

 
 

mailto:James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
mailto:pat.creed@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
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SAPPHIRE CLASS     

Hi Sapphire Class! I hope you are all okay and keeping well. I am so proud with all you have achieved 

with Teams despite this being a steep learning curve – you have always been so respectful and patient 

on the calls and when you have had a chance to speak, you have done this so nicely which is absolutely 

amazing. We have really come a long way with learning the key skills, from muting/unmuting to uploading 

work. Overall, the quality of work submitted onto Teams has been fantastic and I am so proud of you for 

the time and effort you have put into all your tasks despite these challenging times. Please do keep this 

up Sapphire and remember I am monitoring this and giving feedback. Next week, I am going to look at 

sharing some examples of this fantastic work to put on our website. A reminder that all tasks from the 

week are to be upload by Monday morning at the very latest ready for me to provide feedback on a Mon-

day. I also want to say a thank you for the cooperation and understanding shown with having to move to 

two sessions a week. Today and tomorrow (Thursday and Friday), books will be available for you to col-

lect if you were not able to pick these up last Thursday. Please ensure that current books are returned 

and placed in the ‘return’ box with names on them so we can easily monitor which books have been re-

turned and which ones are still outstanding. Thank you to those who did this for us last Thursday – it cer-

tainly made the ticking off our side so much easier. Finally, I wish you a very healthy and safe weekend, 

and I look forward to our next chat on Monday at 12pm. Take care all.   

James Stringer and Tracey Hargate.  

DIAMOND CLASS   

Again like last week, I am really delighted with the fantastic response from pupils in Diamond Class to 
completing your maths and times tables on a daily basis and also the work that many pupils have upload-
ed so that I can look at it prior to our ‘virtual session’. Please ensure that you have uploaded your Litera-
cy, Religious Education and Science work by Monday so that I can provide feedback prior to our session 
next Wednesday at 12 noon. In this session I will talk through the History and Geography work that you 
will be required to complete next Friday. 

On Wednesday, it was so lovely to see so many pupils in Diamond Class participating again in our virtual 
session and to be able to sing happy birthday to Cristiano. It is lovely to see so many pupils having a go 
at cooking, making models, enjoying family time and of course their pets! Thank you again to all those 
parents who are being really supportive and ensuring that their children are completing the necessary 
homework. 

Take care of yourselves and look after everyone in your family, looking forward to hearing from you so 

that I will be able to post lots of your wonderful work or exciting activities on the website. Keep happy and 

remain safe. 

Susan Notley and Asma Chebbi 

EMERALD CLASS   
This half-term is really flying by.  Only one more week to go before half-term.  This week would have been 
Y6 SATs week.  I’m sure you’re not too disappointed to be missing out on the tests, but it is a shame that 
you haven’t had the opportunity to show off how well you’ve all done this year.  I think we may have had a 
few record scores from Y6!  Well done for all your hard work. 

I’m really impressed with how well you’ve taken to using Teams.  We still have one or two of you who 
have yet to take part in our online meetings, so please do make the effort to join on a Monday and Thurs-
day at 10am.   

Have a great weekend! 

Mr Ezel 
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