
Phonics in Key Stage 1 

As part of the transitional process between Reception and Year 1, both the EYFS and the Key Stage 1 

(KS1) teams meet to discuss the assessments which highlight where each child currently is within 

their phonic learning journey and what the subsequent steps ought to be by the time your child 

starts in KS1. From these assessments, we can assess where the gaps are and this helps us to place 

your child into the correct group that is best suited to their individual needs.  

In the early days of KS1, we deliver phonics in two ways: we revisit and recap the content delivered 

in the Early Years to ensure that their knowledge and understanding of these sounds and key skills 

have been fully memorised by the children. From there, we take the assessment information from 

the end of reception and we use this as the foundations for the next steps for your child’s learning.  

In KS1, phonics is delivered on a daily basis and is taught for twenty minutes. Phonics is taught 

following the RWI scheme and sessions are delivered in small, focused groups to ensure that 

learning time is maximised in order to for each child to achieve their best. This also allows staff to 

recognise next steps for each group on a daily/weekly basis and will plan and deliver activities in 

accordance to this. As a close team, we work and liaise with each other on a daily basis and the 

groups that we teach the children are not set in stone, meaning that your child can move groups if 

we feel that this is necessary. 

In Y1 (and the early days of Y2), we design dictated sentences with your child’s spelling words so 

their words are put into some form of context. Each Friday, your child will be assigned a set of 

spelling words which ought to be practised ready for the spelling test the following Thursday. All 

spelling words and corresponding dictated sentences are carefully designed so the spellings set on 

the Friday then link to the next week’s sound teaching focus, giving your child an opportunity to 

practice reading and writing this sound/these words in school.  Children have many opportunities to 

read these words and to focus on the sounds that make up the word.  

In June of Year 1, your child will undertake what is 

known as the ‘Phonic Screening Test’. This example 

illustrates what the layout of this test looks like. The 

purpose of this test is to assess phonic knowledge 

and understanding. Here, an adult will point to each 

of the words given on the list (see example). Your 

child will be expected to apply their phonic 

knowledge and understanding to be able to read 

these words. This is delivered in a calm, reassuring 

environment where we give each child the maximum 

opportunity to achieve their best. The pass mark for 

the last few years has 32 out of 40. For those who did 

not achieve the governmental pass mark of 32, they 

will undertake the test again in the June of Year 2.  

 



In daily sessions, we teach the children are mixture of real words and alien words. ‘Real words’ are 

defined as words that a child may come across on an everyday basis, such as when reading, writing 

or when communicating with their peers or an adult. An ‘alien word’ is a word that is not real – it has 

been made up but is still phonetically plausible so your child should be able to read these words too. 

Teaching of both sets of words is vital all year round to ensure your child is best equipped to 

recognise and tackle these during the screening. 

As your child moves into Year 2, we revise the more trickier sounds and phoneme/grapheme 

correspondences and as the year progresses, we progress by teaching the key grammar National 

Curriculum objectives, such as adding suffixes and the different rules for this.  

In both year groups, we also place a lot of emphasis on the Common Exception Words (see below). 

These are the words the children need to be able to read, write and apply into their independent 

work but are not necessarily phonetically plausible. knowledge and understanding of these words 

are also very important as part of our end of year judgements and assessments take into account the 

child’s usage of these words. Therefore, opportunities within daily phonic and literacy sessions helps 

to ensure that these are being covered and children have been given opportunities to practice 

reading and writing these words before being expected to apply them independently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

  


