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Thriving and learning as we build God’s Kingdom 

 

St. John’s School is certainly alive again with the sound of laughter and the 
enjoyment of learning across all areas of the curriculum. All pupils have 
settled in extremely well, participating in a variety of activities and really 
trying their best. We are delighted to have Mrs. Gatward our new Assistant 
Headteacher with us, working alongside Mr. Stringer and Mrs. Creed. 
Throughout the course of this year there will be an opportunity for parents 
to meet with Mrs. Gatward in her role as EYFS/KS1 Lead.  

 

 Thank you to all parents for being extremely supportive and understanding about the measures that we 
are continuing to adhere to in order to mitigate against the risk of having to close the school due to an 
increase in either pupils or staff testing positive with COVID.. Both the governors and I certainly agree 
with this as we want to ensure that we are doing everything possible to keep all members of our school 
community safe so that hopefully we don’t find ourselves in the position of having to revert to remote 
learning again!  

 

Whilst I am on the subject of safety, I feel that it is really important that I focus our attention again on the 
responsibility that we all have to play on keeping everyone safe outside the school gates. It is absolutely 
crucial that all parents follow the procedures that are in place to ensure that we are all playing our part in 
keeping all members of our community safe outside the school gates. Just to remind parents again, the 
following procedures need to be adhered to by everyone: 

 

 No children running around the car park or outside whilst queuing up, children need to stay with 
their adult at all times 

 Everyone needs to queue to drop off and collect, please don’t just try to slip in 
 When you have dropped off your child or collected your child, please exit via the car park  
 It is essential that all adults come into the waiting area to collect their child as it is unsafe for us to 

dismiss your child if you are waiting outside the school 
 Please ensure that you are adhering to the highway code especially not parking on the footpath, on 

the zigzag lines or doing three point turns in the road  

 

I have increased the number of staff that we have outside the school both at the beginning and end of 
the day so that we can ensure that everyone is being responsible for keeping all members of our school 
community safe. 

 

Can I take this opportunity to thank parents for all your extremely generous gifts and very thoughtful 
messages at the end of last term – it means so much staff to know that all their hard work has been real-
ly appreciated.  

 

It was so lovely to meet with so many parents in our parents’ meetings this week, if you were unable to 
attend, we recorded these meetings so please let us know and we will send you the link. We also have a 
written hand out that is extremely useful for parents, please just talk to the class teacher for a copy of 
this.  

 
Have an enjoyable weekend. 

With our very best wishes,   

Sue Notley 
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This Week’s Attendance 

Class Week  

Sapphire  96.6% 

Diamond  98% 

Emerald  98.3% 

Overall 97.6% 
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Well done to the following pupils for being awarded these special certificates for this week: 

Forgiveness Certificates 

   

Sapphire Class: James 

Diamond Class:  Arabella 

Emerald Class: Chenal 

 

Star Writer Certificates 

  

Sapphire Class: Whole of Sapphire Class 

Diamond Class: Emily 

Emerald Class: Sonny & Elsie 

 

The class with the highest attendance this week was:   EMERALD CLASS  

 

Gold Start Certificates 

  

Sapphire Class: Kylie & Rishon 

Diamond Class: Nathan 

Emerald Class: Lara 

WEA are offering a qualification in NCFE Level 3 Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning 603/2498/3 this 
academic year. 

 

In preparation for the Level 3 Certificate WEA has organised some short online courses (links below). These cours-
es are free to adults who are in receipt of benefit. The course is aimed at learners who would like to study the ac-
credited Level 3 course and particularly parents who completed the Level 2 course WEA ran for some of your par-
ents last year. 

 

Links:    

Preparing for a level 3 qualification to work in a support role in schools - Ref: C2422861 

Starts Monday 13
th
 September. Class times 10am - 12pm. Duration 5 weeks. 

https://enrolonline.wea.org.uk/Online/2021/CourseInfo.aspx?r=C2422861 

 

Preparing for a level 3 qualification to work in a support role in schools - Ref: C2422975 

Starts Thursday 4
th
 November. Class times 10am - 12pm. Duration 5 weeks. 

https://enrolonline.wea.org.uk/Online/2021/CourseInfo.aspx?r=C2422975 

 

School Council 

 

Mrs Gatward will be taking the school Council this year and next week we will be talking to all pupils 

about applying to be on this important group. Pupils from KS1 upwards are  encouraged to put them-

selves forward for the School Council, they need to write a little blurb stating the reason why they are in-

terested in being part of the School Council.  

https://enrolonline.wea.org.uk/Online/2021/CourseInfo.aspx?r=C2422861
https://enrolonline.wea.org.uk/Online/2021/CourseInfo.aspx?r=C2422975
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10 September 2021 

SAPPHIRE CLASS    Firstly, I would like to wish everybody a happy new academic year. We look for-
ward to working with you all. Thank you to all parents/carers in July for your really kind and generous 
gifts – as always, they were greatly appreciated! I must first of all say how impressed we have all been 
with how well every pupil in Sapphire Class has returned to school and settled in! It has been so lovely 
working alongside Mrs. Gatward who is new to St. John’s. Everybody has come back with a fantastic 
work ethic and attitude, which has allowed us to have a very productive week in RSHE, Maths and Liter-
acy! I have been so amazed with how well Year 1 have adapted to the changes of being in Sapphire 
Class. They have responded so well to the class procedures and expectations and it has been a real 
delight to see just how they have settled in considering how big of a change the transition from Ruby 
Class into Sapphire Class is – they want to be extremely proud of themselves. A huge amount of credit 
must also go to our Year 2’s who have been fantastic role models and a real help settling in our new 
Year 1 pupils. Please ensure you read the guidance sheet that was handed out to you following our Par-
ents’ Meeting. This explains how Sapphire Class will operate this year, and of course do please 
email me if you have any questions. This was also recorded on Teams if you want to go back and 
view. I wish everybody a restful weekend – take care.  

James Stringer, Lucy Gatward & Tracey Hargate       James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

Teams / Online Safety  
 

Welcome back everybody – I hope we all had a lovely summer (typical how the weather heats up now 
we are back!) With this being the first newsletter of the academic year, I thought this would be the per-
fect opportunity to share the following link with you: https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/
hottopics?
gclid=Cj0KCQjw4eaJBhDMARIsANhrQACOWa2whIkymFjbQv2kAd5HMGGY7aanyGtwkSAuYWOIvv06
PMw6v_caArYYEALw_wcB. This is a great link that gives advice on a range of topics to do with online 
safety, so please do ensure we engage with this now we are back to some kind of normality with compu-
ting lessons in the IT suite resuming.  

Message from Mrs Gatward 

 

Since joining the team at St. John’s, I have been made to feel incredibly welcome by children, parents 
and staff. Over the past week, I have had the opportunity to work across the school. From art in Emerald, 
to phonics in Sapphire, the children have continually impressed me with their attitude towards learning.  

 My role as Assistant Headteacher for EYFS and KS1 will mean that alongside the senior leadership and 
teaching team, I ensure consistency, excellent learning opportunities and progression across the school. 
I will also be leading the School Council, which will mean working with the elected councillors to discuss 
any issues and continuing to develop our school environment. Elections for this will be happening over 
the next two weeks in classes and I am looking forward to meeting the team. My subject responsibility 
will be PSHE. We are committed to teaching weekly sessions, which aim to develop and broaden chil-
dren’s experiences and get them thinking outside the box. Mrs. Notley has recently invested in a re-
source called ‘Picture News’ that has facilitated fantastic conversations in both RSHE lessons and collec-
tive worship. Mental health and well-being will also be a key area that I focus on, ensuring that we are 
continuing to meet the needs of our school community after such an unusual time.  

I look forward to getting to know you over the upcoming weeks. Please email me at: Lu-
cy.Gatward@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk if you have any further questions. 

mailto:James.Stringer@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/hottopics?gclid=Cj0KCQjw4eaJBhDMARIsANhrQACOWa2whIkymFjbQv2kAd5HMGGY7aanyGtwkSAuYWOIvv06PMw6v_caArYYEALw_wcB
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/hottopics?gclid=Cj0KCQjw4eaJBhDMARIsANhrQACOWa2whIkymFjbQv2kAd5HMGGY7aanyGtwkSAuYWOIvv06PMw6v_caArYYEALw_wcB
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/hottopics?gclid=Cj0KCQjw4eaJBhDMARIsANhrQACOWa2whIkymFjbQv2kAd5HMGGY7aanyGtwkSAuYWOIvv06PMw6v_caArYYEALw_wcB
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/hottopics?gclid=Cj0KCQjw4eaJBhDMARIsANhrQACOWa2whIkymFjbQv2kAd5HMGGY7aanyGtwkSAuYWOIvv06PMw6v_caArYYEALw_wcB
mailto:Lucy.Conway@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
mailto:Lucy.Conway@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
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After School Clubs 

 
Please email the office if your child would still like to join some of the After School Clubs.   
There are only a few spaces remaining. 

Breakfast Club Reminder 

 Starts at 8.00am (please do not bring children any earlier, they will not be allowed in) 

 If you require breakfast for your child, please ensure you are at school by 8.10am 

 Breakfast Club account should always be in credit (either weekly, monthly or termly) £3.50 per day 

 Any changes to the days your child is attending, please leave a message on the Breakfast Club 

line. 

Jeans for Genes 

On Wednesday 15 September we  all wear jeans at school and raise money for children and families af-

fected by a genetic disorders.  Please pay £2 to Jeans for Genes on ParentPay. 

AUTUMN 2021 

Starts Thursday 2 September 

Half-term Monday 25 October—Friday 29 October 

Ends (1.00pm) Friday 17 December 

INSET DAY Friday 22 October 

INSET DAY Wednesday 1 September 

INSET DAY Monday 1 November 

INSET DAY Friday 26 November 

SPRING 2022 

Starts Wednesday 5 January 

Half-term Monday 14 February—Friday 18 Febru-

Ends (1.00pm) Friday 1 April 

INSET DAY Tuesday 4 January 

SUMMER 2022 

Starts Tuesday 19 April 

Half-term Monday 30 May—Friday 3 June 

Ends (1.00pm) Friday 22 July 

INSET DAY Friday 1 July 

Bank Holiday Monday 2 May & Monday 30 May 

St. John’s School Prayer 

Dear God 

Thank you for St. John’s School and for making us one whole family. 

Help us to remember that we are a team and should all work together and 
care for each other. 

Keep our hearts full of love and friendship. 

Thank you for our friend Catriona who no longer is with us. 

Help us to keep he school’s Golden Rules. 

Thank you for helping us celebrate our good works and achievements.  
We ask you to keep us all safe. 

Amen 
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EMERALD CLASS   
 
Many thanks for all of the parents who attended our Emerald Class meeting on Tuesday afternoon, I hope 
it was informative and any queries were answered.  The children have really settled down well in the first 
week and a half and have already completed some excellent work.  In maths we have been looking at 
place value of numbers up to 8 digits and also rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10000, 
100000 and 1000000.  Your child will receive some maths homework via MyMaths today which needs to 
be completed by next Thursday they will also receive their login details for both MyMaths and Timestable 
Rockstars, for those children already in Emerald these will not have changed.  In English the children 
have been focusing on using adventurous similes and metaphors to describe a setting; the language and 
understanding displayed has been very encouraging.   In science yesterday, we had a great lesson based 
around the heart, its features, functions and how physical exercise affects it.  If ever you have any queries 
please don’t hesitate to contact me on my email joe.law@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk I hope you all have a 
relaxing weekend. 

Joe Law and Jack Larkin 

DIAMOND CLASS   

Diamond Class have had a fantastic first full week of school and they have produced some great work in 
all their lessons. In English, the children have been preparing for their first extended piece of writing by 
generating vocabulary and deal with adverbial phrases. In maths, place value and ordering numbers have 
been the main focus and the children have been performing well in this area. In Diamond Class’s science 
lessons they have been learning to scientifically classify different sea shore organisms using various 
methods to identify the many characteristics of the various forms of life. The main way that they accom-
plished this was through the use reference key. In the children’s religious education, they have been stud-
ying the religion of Sikhism and in particular, its founder: Guru Nanak. The children looked at when the 
religion came about, where in the world it originated and the various beliefs that Sikhs hold. In Diamond’s 
art lessons they had a great deal of fun using clay to create their own parts of Stonehenge so that we can 
complete a full model of the ancient Neolithic structure in our classroom. In RSHE the children had great 
discussions about the importance of accepting and understanding the various disabilities in the world and 
how ‘disabled does not mean unable’. Great first week back in school Diamond Class and have a fantas-
tic weekend. 

Jack Larkin and Asma Chebbi 

 RUBY CLASS     

This week in Ruby class we have been meeting our new families in preparation for the children starting 
school next week. We have also held ‘stay and play’ sessions which has given the children an opportunity 
to meet their new class mates and the Early Years staff. It has been lovely meeting our new children and 
also seeing our ‘old’ nursery children who all seem to have grown very tall over the summer holidays and 
are very excited to become ‘butterflies.’ We are looking forward to welcoming you all to Ruby Class next 
week for the start of your learning journey.  

On behalf of Ms. Dall’Aglio, Mrs Hozyk and myself can I take this opportunity to thank the parents and 
children from last years Ruby class for all your lovely gifts, cards and kind wishes at the end of term. It 
has been a real pleasure working with yourselves and your children. 

Have a lovely weekend 

Pat Creed, Elena Dall’Aglio & Sylwia Hocyk  pat.creed@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

mailto:joe.law@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
mailto:pat.creed@stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk
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SEPTEMBER  Date List for Autumn Term 2021   

Monday 13 After School Clubs to start (please ensure you have made payment) 
 

Wednesday 15 Jeans for Genes Day (please make £2 donation on ParentPay)   

Thursday 16 Reception Class start part-time 
 

Friday 17 Police Workshop with Diamond & Emerald Class 12.45pm 

Tuesday 21 Parents’ Meeting – Ruby Class   

Friday 24 Police Workshop with Sapphire & Diamond Class   

Friday 24 Hillyfields – Diamond & Emerald Class a.m. 

OCTOBER 
  

Friday 1 Police Workshop with Sapphire & Ruby Class   

Thursday 7 On-line safety for pupils, staff and Governors   

Friday 8 Cross Country Forty Hall – Diamond & Emerald Class   

Monday 11 – 15 Mental Health & Wellbeing Week   

Tuesday 12 Paul Lyalls poet to visit all classes   

Friday 15 Hillyfields – Diamond & Emerald Class   

Friday 15 Boxercise for all classes   

Monday 18 Assessment Week for KS2   

Tuesday 19 Life in Roman Britain Day – Year 3 & 4 (contribute on ParentPay)   

Thursday 21 Open morning for EYFS 9.30am 

Friday 22 SCHOOL CLOSED – extra day for Queen’s Platinum Jubilee   

Monday 25 – 29 HALF TERM   

NOVEMBER     

Monday 1 INSET DAY   

Monday 8 Parents’ Week – parents to book appointments, meetings virtually   

Tuesday 9 Open morning EYFS 9.30am 

Tuesday 9 Individual school photographs for all pupils   

Thursday 11 Flu Immunisations – Reception to Year 6   

Tuesday 16 Emerald Class Assembly   

Tuesday 16 Remembrance Service   

Thursday 18 Diamond Class Assembly   

Friday 19 Hillyfields – Diamond & Emerald Class   

Friday 26 INSET DAY   

Tuesday 30 Sapphire Class Assembly   

DECEMBER     

Friday 3 Catriona’s Writing Award   

Monday 6 Assessment Week   

Tuesday 7 Ruby Class Assembly   

Tuesday 7 Life in Ancient Greece Day – Year 5 & 6 (contribute on ParentPay)   

Friday 10 Boxercise for all classes   

Wednesday 15 Carol service in St. John’s Church   

Thursday 16 Christmas Class Parties and Father Christmas to visit   

Friday 17 Hillyfields – Diamond & Emerald Class   

Friday 17 END OF AUTUMN TERM 1pm 


