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Vision Statement 

At St. John’s we want everyone to grow and flourish. Our small school is a nurturing community 

where we can develop our gifts and broaden our horizons. We seek to do all this within the knowledge 

and love of God, where the values of His Kingdom guide and inspire us. 
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Aim of Social Distancing 

 

Social distancing measures are steps you can take to reduce social interaction between people. This will help 

reduce the transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 

They are to: 

• Avoid contact with someone who is displaying symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19). These 

symptoms include high temperature and/or new and continuous cough 

•  Work from home, where possible. 

•  Avoid large and small gatherings in public spaces, noting that pubs, restaurants, leisure centres and 

similar venues are currently shut as infections spread easily in closed spaces where people gather 

together. 

• Avoid non-essential use of public transport when possible 

• Avoid gatherings with friends and family. Keep in touch using remote technology such as phone, 

internet, and social media 

• Use telephone or online services to contact your GP or other essential services 

 

Everyone should be trying to follow these measures as much as is practicable. 

 

We strongly advise you to follow the above measures as much as you can and to significantly limit your face 

to-face interaction with friends and family if possible, particularly if you: 

 

• have an underlying health condition 

• are over 70 

•  are pregnant 

 

This advice is likely to be in place for some weeks. 

 

Background 

 

• The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are a new, continuous cough or a high 

temperature (over 37.8 degrees). 

• Children are likely to become infected with coronavirus (COVID-19) at roughly the same rate as 

adults, but the infection is usually mild. 

• For the vast majority of children and staff, coronavirus (COVID-19) will not cause serious illness. 

 

From 20 March 2020, schools, colleges, nurseries, childminders and other registered childcare settings in 

England will close for all but the most vulnerable children and for children of keyworkers. 

 

Keyworkers are defined as parents whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response, including those who 

work in health and social care and in other critical sectors. However, many parents working in these critical 

sectors will be able to ensure their child is kept at home. Every child who can be safely cared for at home 

should be, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. 

 

 

 

Vulnerable children in this context include children who have a social worker and those children and young 



people with education, health and care (EHC) plans. Those who have a social worker include children who 

have a child protection plan and those who are looked after by the local authority. A child may also be 

deemed to be vulnerable if they have been assessed as being in need or otherwise meet the definition in 

section 17 of the Children Act 1989. 

 

It was announced on 23 March that the UK would enter a stricter period of social distancing, with people 

only allowed to leave home for very limited purposes. The UK-wide measures are intended to delay the 

spread of the virus – if the majority of the country are strictly self-isolating, this allows for some people to 

gather where that is necessary, whether it be in hospitals, food production facilities, or in schools or 

childcare settings. 

 

This advice seeks to support staff working in schools, other education and childcare settings to deliver this 

approach in the safest way possible, focusing on measures they can put in place to help limit risk of the virus 

spreading within education and childcare settings. 

 

If a child in one of the categories outlined above lives in a household with someone who is in the most 

vulnerable health groups, they should only attend an education or childcare setting if stringent social 

distancing can be adhered to and the child is able to understand and follow those instructions, which may not 

be the possible for very young children and older children without the capacity to adhere to the instructions 

on social distancing. Settings should allow staff who live with someone in the most vulnerable health 

groups, to work from home where possible. 

 

How to implement social distancing 

 

To help ensure that the risk of virus spread for both staff and children is as low as possible, education and 

childcare settings that remain open should: 

 

• inform parents and communities about the measures that you are taking and get their help to 

implement them 

• tell children, parents, carers or any visitors, such as suppliers, not to visit the education or childcare 

setting if they are displaying any symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

•  ensure class sizes reflect the numbers of teaching staff available and are kept as small as possible 

•  stagger lunch times, break times and the movement of pupils around the school to reduce large 

groups of children gathering 

•  increase cleaning of surfaces in classrooms, including desks and handles, and within toilet blocks 

and changing rooms 

•  discourage parents from gathering at school gates by having social distancing signs in place and 2 

metres marked out 

•  for children and young people with an EHC plan, work with the local authority as well as with 

parents to decide how best to continue supporting these children and young people to stay healthy 

•  try to follow the social distancing guidelines below 

 

Social distancing within education and childcare settings with very young children will be harder to 

maintain.  Staff should implement the above measures as far as they are able, whilst ensuring children are 

kept safe and well cared for within their settings. 

 

At St. John’s we are asking all staff to also: 

 



•  ensure all staff have read and understood the risk assessment in place (Appendix 1) this outlines 

guidance for staff working in school during this unprecedented time 

•  notify a senior leader immediately if you are feeling unwell at any point during the day or if you are 

aware that a member of you household unwell 

• ensure that you wash hands for 20 seconds frequently, and are encouraged not to touch their face, 

while using a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and using bins for tissue waste. If children or young 

people have trouble washing their hands, ensure help is available 

•  ensure that you do not work with others in a confined space  

•  avoid congregating for having lunch, it is suggested to have lunch in a classroom where social 

distancing can be observed 

 

What parents can do: 

 

•  talk to their children about coronavirus (COVID-19), social distancing and hand washing 

•  follow guidance with regards to self-isolation 

•  do not gather at the school gate, adhere to the signs requesting social distancing and use the 2 metre 

markings to ensure social distancing and model social distancing so that their children learn good 

practice 

 

This policy will be updated in line with government advice as necessary. 


