
Phonics 

At St John’s school we want every child to become a fluent reader, reading with 
understanding and enjoyment. We begin your child’s reading journey with the teaching of 
phonics which is part of the daily routine at St John’s beginning in the Nursery and 
continuing throughout Key Stage One.  

In our daily sessions in the Nursery we begin teaching phonics by using phase 1 of the 
‘Letters and Sounds’ phonic scheme to support the children in speaking, listening and 
making sounds in different ways. We play games and use practical activities to support the 
hearing of initial sounds of objects and in recognising rhyme. As the children become more 
adept at hearing the different initial sounds we introduce ‘Jolly Phonics’ as a multi-sensory 
introduction to linking sounds to letters through rhyme and song which prepares them for 
the next stage of their phonic learning in reception.   

When the children begin Reception we hold a reading meeting to explain to parents and 
carers how we teach phonics and the progression of a child to becoming a fluent reader. 
We also invite parent and carers to come and take part in a phonics workshop alongside 
their child.     

In Reception and Key Stage 1 we use the ‘Read Write Inc’ phonic program by Ruth 
Misken. We begin by introducing ‘speed sounds’ set 1, these are designed to be taught in 
groups of sounds that can be blended together to make simple words. Each sound 
(phoneme) has a rhyme which supports the recognition of the letter and also how to write 
the letter using the correct formation. In Reception we have a special phonics puppet 
called ‘Jess’ who we use to support blending skills by using fingers to identify each sound 
within a word and then ‘Jess’ talk to blend the sounds together to make the word.  

Once the children are confidently blending the sounds together we begin to read simple 
words and text introducing different strategies to support early reading e.g. looking at the 
initial sound, picture clues and pointing to each word. Alongside early reading we begin to 
practise letter formation using different media; sand, salt, chalk, whiteboards.  This is also 
when we begin to send home reading scheme books which reflect your child’s phonic 
knowledge and skills.   

As the children’s phonic skills increase we introduce more sounds and ‘tricky words’ 
(words that cannot be sounded out e.g. the, was, said etc.)  which extend the children’s 
reading vocabulary. They learn that some sounds are made up from two or three letters 
(digraphs and trigraphs) such as ch, sh ck, igh. When the children move onto speed sound 
2 & 3 these diagraphs and trigraphs are found in the middle of words such as ou in shout 
or oa as in boat.  

As the children move through the phonics programme we constantly assess their skills to 
ensure they are working in small groups which reflect their phonic knowledge, giving 
support or extending where needed. Within the phonic groups different texts are also 
introduced to support the children as emerging readers where they have the opportunities 
to read as individuals or in guided reading groups to promote fluency and the recognition 
that reading is for a purpose. 


