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Next Wednesday morning at 9.30am we also have our final Open Morn-

ing for any prospective parents who are interested in a place in either 

our Nursery or Reception Class for September, 2020. Please note we 

also have a few places left for Nursery this year so likewise if you know 

of any parent who has a child who will be four this academic year, then 

do encourage them to come along and have a look at the outstanding 

provision in our school. Pupils from Emerald Class will be our tour 

guides during this event, being excellent role models for St. John’s 

School. Our Open Morning last week was a real success with so many 

positive comments from many prospective parents – I was so proud of 

everyone who was so supportive throughout this special event. Pupils in 

Emerald Class were fantastic ambassadors for our school. 

 

Our PTA is working extremely hard preparing for all the planned special 

events that the school will be running throughout the festive period.  

 

Thank you for your support during the non-uniform day this Friday by 

donating £2 and bringing in a donation for our raffles and any unwanted 

gifts that you have which could be used for our Secret Santa Shop that 

will be taking place on the 13th December. We are delighted with all the 

donations that have been flooding into the Reception Area. 

 

On the 22nd November we will be holding our annual Catriona Fathers’ 

special assembly where Mr. and Mrs. Fathers will be announcing the 

winners of the writing competition that is run annually in memory of 

Catriona Fathers who attended our school but sadly passed away. Par-

ents are most welcome to this special event. On this day as well we will 

be having our annual PJ Day in aid of the repair works that will need to 

be carried out to the ceiling in St. John’s Church. We would really appre-

ciate everyone’s support on this day as Father Peter has always given 

so generously of his time, it is important that as a school we recognise 

the importance of giving something back to the church. We would really 

welcome a contribution of £2 and any money that is raised from the pop 

up shop on that day will also go towards these extremely expensive re-

pairs. 

 

Thank you to the many parents from Diamond Class who attended the 

maths meeting and workshop on Tuesday, it was so encouraging to see 

so many enthusiastic parents and indeed their children working together 

on a variety of different maths activities. If any parent was unable to at-

tend, please see Mrs. Anderson and you are always very welcome to 

come into a maths lesson at 11.05 between Monday and Friday. Thank 

you to the parents and children who have already logged on and are us-

ing the reading eggs software – keep collecting those precious eggs! 

 

 
Cont …. 

HEADTEACHER’S NEWS 

15 November 2019 

Week Beginning  
Monday 18 November 2019 

 
Monday 
8am  Breakfast Club  
3.00-4.00pm Art Club   (Invitation 
 only) 
3.00-4.00pm Multi Skills (Rec, 
 Yr 1,2 & 3)  
3.00-400pm Booster Class Yr6 
 
Tuesday 
8am   Breakfast Club 
8.20am  Booster Class Yr4 
9.00am  Maths Workshop  
  Reception parents 
9.30—12noon Music Festival for the 
 School Choir 
3.00-4.00pm Football Club  
 (Yr 3-6) 
3.00-4.00pm Choir Club  
 (Yr 2-6) 
 
Wednesday 
8am Breakfast Club 
9.00am Sapphire Class As
 sembly 
During school Keyboard 
During school Recorder 
3.00-4.00pm Netball Club   
 (Yr 3-6) 
3.00-4.00pm Science Club (by 
 invitation after Christ
 mas)   
3.00-400pm Booster Class Yr5 
 
Thursday 
8am  Breakfast Club 
3.00-4.00pm Tennis Club  
 (Yr 2-Yr6) 
3.00-400pm Booster Class Yr6 
 
 
Friday 
Pyjama Day  
8am  Breakfast Club 
9.00am Catriona Fathers’ 
 Assesmbly 
2.45pm Pop Up Shop 
 

 This Week’s Attendance 
 

Class Week  

Ruby  93.6% 

Sapphire  98.8% 

Diamond  99.1% 

Emerald  97.4% 

Overall 97.2% 
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Cont’d …. 

Next week we will be running our maths lesson for parents of Reception Class, please make every effort 

to attend. We will also be holding other events in school, please look at the weekly diary for these events. 

Tuesday 19th November at 9am Maths in Reception Class 

Tuesday 26th November at 9am Maths in Emerald Class 

The PTA is working very hard this half-term to organise many different activities for the children to enjoy 

during the festive season. We will also be fundraising so that all these activities can be fully funded by the 

PTA so it is important that parents really support us with these initiatives as budgets are getting tighter 

and it is becoming really challenging for schools to continue to resource all the areas that we have in the 

past. Please make every effort to support the following events: 

Pop up shop on Friday from 2.45pm 

Throughout the month of November keep the donations for raffles and unwanted gifts for the Secret San-

ta Shop coming in. 

Friday 22nd November – Catriona Fathers’ Assembly and writing competition winners announced – PJ 

Day in aid of the repair works to the ceiling in St. John’s Church 

Monday 2nd December from 9.20 am decorating the hall for Christmas and displaying raffle items in the 

Reception Area for school Christmas raffle – drawn on the 13th December 

Thursday 12th December organising a special raffle for Ruby Class’ Nativity at 2pm. 

Friday 13th December after Celebration assembly preparing for the Christmas parties for all classes on 

the 16th December. 

Friday 13th December from 2.45pm special Christmas pop up shop 

Have a very enjoyable and relaxing weekend. 

Best wishes,   Susan Notley  Headteacher 

HEADTEACHER’S NEWS 

15 November 2019 

Class Representatives 

Ruby Class 

Ewa Franke 

Claire Gentle 

Natalie Dean 

 

Sapphire Class 

Janice Chapman-Preedy 

Jackie Godbold 

Shudi Misir 

Diamond Class 

Maria Karakassis 

Rachel Charalambous 

 

Emerald Class 

Claire Gentle 

Sarah Venn 

Valeria Williams 

 

If you have any ideas for fundraising etc. or would like to help, 
please contact your PTA representatives. 
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 RUBY CLASS   
This week in Ruby Class we have been talking about the significance of the poppy and how it helps us remember 
the soldiers who have kept us safe. The reception children added their own poppies they had made to our Ruby 
Class wreath and the nursery children made their own individual poppies. In maths we have continued looking at 

shape; consolidating our 2D shape knowledge and introducing 3D shapes. We have also begun to look at 3D 
shapes in everyday objects; it would be really helpful if you could support your child to be a ‘shape detective’ and 
see if they can find and recognise 3D shapes at home.  The children have also been very enthusiastic about using 
search engines on the laptops to identify images of autumn and to find out some information about autumn which 
they have shared and the adult has scribed.   Next Tuesday (19th November) at 9.00 a.m. we would like to invite 
you into Ruby Class to join us in a maths lesson. You will be able to see some of the strategies and resources we 
use to teach and support the children in building their maths skills and knowledge within the Early Years. (Nursery 
parents/carers are very welcome to attend.)   Great news! We have begun our first tentative steps of learning our 
songs for the ‘Ruby Class Nativity’ which is on Thursday 12th December at 2.00 p.m. Please put this date into your 
diary. Have a great weekend   Pat Creed 

SAPPHIRE CLASS      

It has fantastic to see all children arrive to school with their jackets. Please ensure that this continues as the weather 

continues to get colder. Thank you to all Ruby and Sapphire parents who attended our Reading Eggs meeting on 

Monday. We hope you all found it useful and it is great that so many of you have already made fantastic progress 

with this – keep it up! If you have any questions and/or you weren’t able to attend, please do come and see me and I 

can go through this with you. Please note that with Sapphire bear, it goes home to our new star of the week on a 

Friday and is expected back on the Wednesday so the children have time to show and tell their adventures with the 

bear before it goes back out to somebody else on Friday. Thank you! In Maths this week, we have been doubling 

and halving numbers. Some of us have now made the link between doubling/multiplication and halving/dividing. In 

literacy this week, Y1 have continued their work on holding sentences and then applying this into detailed sentences 

of their own. Mr Stringer’s group have imagined that they are Beegu and have written informal letters to mum to let 

her know where she is and that she is safe. In topic, we have focused on directional language (north, east, south 

and west) and in RE, we have been reflecting on our school saint, St. John the Baptist. Have a lovely weekend.  

 James Stringer and Tracey Hargate.   

DIAMOND CLASS   
 
This week in Diamond class, the children practised writing informal letters in Literacy from the point of view of a 
character in our class story, 'Gregory Cool'. They worked on including effective time conjunctions and ambitious vo-
cabulary in their writing. 

In Maths, the topic the children have been focusing on is measurement in length. They practised converting meas-
urements to different units, comparing measurements and solving word problems involving length and solving word 
problems. 

In Science, the children learnt about balanced diets and the importance of each Food Group. 

It was so lovely to see so many parents joining us for our maths lesson this week. 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Sabrina Anderson 

EMERALD CLASS   

This week, the children in Emerald Class have been writing descriptions of the Minotaur.  We have looked at meta-
phors and similes, as well as passive voice sentences, to develop interesting and engaging descriptions, which have 
varied sentence types.  The imagination of the children has really shone through, and this was evident in the drama 
activity we did, where groups had to combine their bodies to make a group image of the Minotaur!  In our science, 
we began our topic on how species adapt and change by looking at the excellent home projects produced by the 
children.  Well done everyone for a great effort – the standard is even better than last time!  In maths we have been 
using protractors to measure angles, classify them in terms of acute, obtuse and reflex angles and also calculate 
missing angles on a diagram from other known facts.  In geography we have been looking at the different London 
constituencies and whether they have a Labour, Conservative or Liberal Democrat Member of Parliament.  The chil-
dren enjoyed identifying the different areas and were quite surprised that London was dominated by Labour MPs.  
Have a relaxing weekend.  Joe Law & Kamran Ezel 
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DIAMOND CLASS have received the highest attendance 
this week  and will be allowed to come into school in non-
uniform on MONDAY 18 NOVEMBER in recognition for their 
achievement this week for the most attendance this week 

As per our school policy, please remember that medical evi-
dence is required if your child has been ill for more than 3 
days or if attendance has dropped below 90%. 

 

Attendance for the week 

 Complete our supplementary forms, which can be 
found on the school website or collect them from the 
school office. 

 Return the supplementary forms to the school office as 
soon as possible. 

 We  still have places available for 2019. 

Nursery Admissions 

Thank you to all members of Emerald Class for their superb 

assembly for parents and the pupils on the importance of re-

ducing our waste both in school and at home. There were 

some very important messages that we all need to make sure 

that we are making a conscious effort to try to ensure that we 

are reducing our waste and reusing our rubbish.  

NOTICES 
School Council & Eco-Committee 

On the second Sunday of each month, Nicola Bugliari and 

Emily Lawlor run the Sunday school at 9:00. On the third Sun-

day at 9:30 there is a music Sunday school run by fr Peter. 

St. John’s Church, Strayfield Road,: Sunday at 9am    

St. Luke’s Church, Phipps Hatch Lane: Sundays at 10.30am 

Children and their parents are welcome at both churches and 
both have Sunday Schools. 

 

Worship 

St. John’s Primary School would appreciate your support in 
ensuring Social Media is used positively. 
 
We would like our children, parents and carers to understand 
the impact of Social Media platforms in the society we live in 
today. We believe it’s important for our pupils to learn how to 
treat others with respect, including when they’re online. 
 
Parents have an important role to play in modelling this for 
their children. 
 
We ask parents to kindly refrain from using inappropriate lan-
guage, or from speaking about staff, parents and pupils in a 
way that is rude, intimidating or threatening. 
 
We expect all members of our community to treat each other 
with respect. Whilst remembering that under GDPR regula-
tions data sharing now often requires consent and data pro-
tection laws should be considered whilst you are using Social 
Media platforms. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support with this matter. 
 

Recycling Quotes from our Pupils 

‘The next time you litter, think about what you are doing 

to the planet, which is our only home. Help our only 

home that is fading away’ NICOLAS 

‘Think. Can I donate this? Can I reuse this? Can I pass it 

on to younger people? Can I recycle this? THINK’  

ISABELLA 

 

‘Next time you throw away a plastic bottle, you are throw-

ing away our future. Think before you litter, don’t be bit-

ter.’ THEO 

‘We need to think about how we can reduce, reuse and 

recycle our waste at home, school and work.’ JACOB 

‘I want the world to be clean with people not throwing 

away cans, plastic bags etc.  God gave us this world to 

live on, he didn’t want us to be bad to the world.  I am 

going to do this by reusing, recycling and reducing.’  

ARJAN 

 

‘Every piece of plastic or litter can harm everything like 

nature, sealife even our planet.  We shouldn’t hurt the 

planet but instead … make it better.  

Together we can save the world’  ROMEO 

Uniform Sales and Resources 

1. Go to our website 
www.stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

2. On the homepage scroll down 

3. Click on School Shop 

4. Choose and buy your items 

Social Media 

Follow St. John’s on Twitter 

We have now opened a twitter account for St. John’s.  Follow 
us and see all the exciting activities that are taking place at our 
school.  If you go onto the School's website you will be able to 
access Twitter. 

Operation Christmas Child 

 
A big thank you to all the parents and children who have 
given in their shoeboxes filled with lovely gifts to help 
others. 
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    Term Dates for 2019/2020/2021 

SUMMER 2020 

Starts Monday 20 April  

Half Term Monday 25 May—Friday 29 May 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 17 July 

Bank Holiday Monday 4 May & Monday 25 May 

  

AUTUMN 2019 

INSET DAY Monday 2 September 

Starts Tuesday 3 September  

Half Term 
Monday  21 October—25 Friday  Octo-
ber 

INSET DAY Friday 29 November 

Ends (1.30pm) Thursday 19 December 

Bank Holiday Wednesday  25, Thursday 26 December 

SPRING 2020 

INSET DAY Monday 6 January 

Starts Tuesday 7 January 

Half Term Monday 17 Feb -Friday 21 February 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 3 April 

Breakfast Club Reminder 
 Starts at 8.00am (please do not bring children any earlier, they will not be allowed in) 

 If you require breakfast for your child, please ensure you are at school by 8.10am 

 Breakfast Club account should always be in credit (either weekly, monthly or termly) 

 Any changes to the days your child is attending, please inform the school office or leave a message on the Breakfast Club 

line. 

AUTUMN 2020 

INSET DAY Thursday 3 September 

Starts Friday 4 September 

Half Term Monday 26 October—Friday 30 October 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 18 December 

Bank Holiday Friday 25 & Monday 28 December 

SPRING 2021 

INSET DAY Monday 4 January 

Starts Tuesday 5 January 

Half Term Monday 15 Feb -Friday 19 February 

Ends (1.30pm) Thursday 1 April 

SUMMER 2021 

Starts Monday 19 April  

Half Term Monday 31 May—Friday 4 June 

Ends (1.30pm) Wednesday 21 July 

Bank Holiday Monday 3 May & Monday 31 May 

INSET DAYs 
Friday 25 June & Thursday 22 & Friday 
23 July  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INFORMATION 

 

 

St. John’s Church Hall is open on Wednesdays after school for 
teas, coffees and biscuits!  

Our School Choir will be starting the Christ-
mas Cracker off at 11.45am. 

Please go and support them. 
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Christmas Card Challenge  

 
Every year in the build up to Christmas at St John’s & St Luke’s, we send out a Christmas card 
to every home in the parish. This year, we would love the card to be designed by a pupil at St 
John’s School.  

If your child would like to have a go at producing a picture to be considered for the front of 
our card, we would love to see what they can come up with.  

In order to be considered for our Christmas card, entries need to be the following:  

Produced in a landscape orientation.  

In colour, on a white background.  

Suitable for being reproduced at size A6 (one quarter of A4). Pupils may wish to do their de-
sign on an A6 sized piece of paper, or on A4 – but if done on A4, it should not have so much 
detail that it won’t be clear when reproduced smaller.  

Showing a key aspect of the Christmas story; Mary, Joseph and Jesus in the stable, or the 
shepherds, or even the wise men journeying to Bethlehem. One large star in the sky could be 
an advantage, to fit in with the Church of England’s ‘Follow the Star’ publicity campaign. 
(We’re not looking for things with Father Christmas, reindeer or elves etc!)  

Produced solely by a current pupil at St John’s.  

 

Please return entries to school by the end of the school day on Wednesday 20th November. 
We shan’t be able to accept entries later than this as we need to go to print in time to publi-
cise our Christmas services.  

A group of people from St John’s & St Luke’s will then select the design that they feel best 
conveys the glory and joy of Christmas.  

We look forward to seeing the results! Good luck and, most importantly, have fun.  

Every blessing,  

Peter, on behalf of the PCC of St John & St Luke, Clay Hill  
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NOVEMBER   

Tuesday 19 Maths workshop for parents in Reception Class 9.00am 

Wednesday 20 Class Assembly—Sapphire Class 9.00am 

Friday 22 Catriona Fathers’ Assembly 9.00am 

Friday 22 Pyjama Day in aid of the repair works to the ceiling in St. John’s Church 
£1.50 

All Day 

Tuesday 26 Maths workshop for parents in Emerald Class 9.00am 

Friday 29 INSET DAY  

DECEMBER   

Monday 2 Decorating the school hall for Christmas (all help welcome) 3.00pm 

Friday 6 Special Christmas Pop Up Shop every Friday 3.00pm 

Thursday 12 Nativity for Ruby Class 2.00pm 

Friday 13 Christmas Jumper Day (£1.50 donation) & Christmas School Dinner  

Friday 13 Secret Santa Shop for all pupils—£2 per present  

Monday 16 Christmas Class Parties  

Tuesday 17 Pantomime at Millfield Theatre 10.00am 

Wednesday 18 Carol Service—St. John’s Church 2.00pm 

Thursday 19 END OF TERM 1.15PM 

Please remember that any of the above dates may alter 
because of changing circumstances. 

On INSET days the school is closed to pupils. 

Date List for Autumn Term 2019 


