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It is so lovely to see everyone back after a very well-deserved break and 

ready to start into a very exciting half-term in the run up to Christmas. 

This week our assemblies have focused on the Hindu festival of Diwali 

and on Remembrance in preparation for our special Remembrance ser-

vice which will take place on the 13th November at 2.20pm in St. John’s 

Church, parents and carers are most welcome to attend. 

Please take a moment to look at the extremely positive feedback that we 

received from parents when they completed the parents’ questionnaire 

during Parents’ Week. It is really encouraging to hear from so many par-

ents, this feedback is really important to us and helps us to monitor how 

we are progressing as a school. If ever you have anything that is a con-

cern to you, please make sure that you raise it with myself or the class 

teacher. I am always available by the Reception area every morning. 

This half-term we are focusing on the value of reverence, the pupils from 

Emerald Class led the assembly on this on Tuesday so that all pupils 

fully understand why this was one of our chosen values and what they 

need to be demonstrating in order to achieve the reverence certificate in 

Celebration assembly. 

This half-term we will be running a variety of different workshops for par-

ents with the focus being maths and the details of these are as follows: 

Tuesday the 5th November at 9am Maths in Sapphire Class. 

Monday the 11th November at 9am Reading Eggs for Sapphire and 

Ruby Class Parents 

Tuesday the 12th November at 9am Maths in Yr.3/4 

Tuesday 19th November at 9am Maths in Reception Class 

Tuesday 26th November at 9am Maths in Emerald Class 

I look forward to seeing as many parents as possible at these meetings 

as you will find them very useful. 

 
Cont …. 
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Week Beginning  
Monday 4 November 2019 

 
Monday 
8am  Breakfast Club  
3.00-4.00pm Art Club   (Invitation 
 only) 
3.00-4.00pm Multi Skills (Rec, 
 Yr 1,2 & 3)  
3.00-400pm Booster Class Yr6 
 
Tuesday 
Individual Pupil Photographs 
8am   Breakfast Club 
9.00am  Maths Workshop  
  KS1 parents 
3.00-4.00pm Football Club  
 (Yr 3-6) 
3.00-4.00pm School Choir  
3.00-400pm Booster Class Yr4 
 
 
Wednesday 
8am Breakfast Club 
9.00am Diamond Class As
 sembly 
During school Keyboard 
During school Recorder 
3.00-4.00pm Netball Club   
 (Yr 3-6) 
3.00-4.00pm Science Club (by 
 invitation after Christ
 mas)   
3.00-400pm Booster Class Yr5 
 
 
Thursday 
8am  Breakfast Club 
3.00-4.00pm Tennis Club  
 (Yr 2-Yr6) 
3.00-400pm Booster Class Yr6 
 
 
Friday 
8am  Breakfast Club 
11.45-12.10 Running Club (Yr1-6) 
2.45pm Pop Up Shop 
 
  

 This Week’s Attendance 
 

Class Week  

Ruby  98.8% 

Sapphire  97.5% 

Diamond  96.4% 

Emerald  93.0% 

Overall 96.4% 
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Cont’d …. 

The PTA is working very hard this half-term to organise many different activities for the children to enjoy 

during the festive season. We will also be fundraising so that all these activities can be fully funded by the 

PTA so it is important that parents really support us with these initiatives. Please make every effort to 

support the following events: 

Pop up shop on Friday from 2.45pm 

Monday 2nd December from 3pm decorating the hall for Christmas and displaying raffle items in the Re-

ception Area for school Christmas raffle – drawn on the 13th December 

Thursday 12th December organising a special raffle for Ruby Class’ Nativity 

Friday 13th December after Celebration assembly Secret Santa for all pupils. 

Friday 13th December from 2.45pm special Christmas pop up shop 

Have a very enjoyable and relaxing weekend. 

Best wishes 

 

Susan Notley 

Headteacher 
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Class Representatives 

Ruby Class 

Ewa Franke 

Claire Gentle 

Natalie Dean 

 

Sapphire Class 

Janice Chapman-Preedy 

Jackie Godbold 

Shudi Misir 

Diamond Class 

Maria Karakassis 

Rachel Charalambous 

 

Emerald Class 

Claire Gentle 

Sarah Venn 

Valeria Williams 

 

If you have any ideas for fundraising etc. or would like to help, 
please contact your PTA representatives. 
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 RUBY CLASS   
It was lovely to see the children back at school on Monday ready for the busy half term ahead. This week we have been celebrat-

ing the Hindu festival of Diwali by learning about the story of Rama and Sita and the importance of the diva lamps which the vil-
lagers used to light the way home for them. The children have made their own diva lamps which they are very excited to be 
bringing home today. They also made Rangoli patterns and have used their growing phonic skills to write a short caption about 

the Diwali story after acting it out. Yesterday the reception children went for a walk to Hilly fields to look for signs of Autumn. It 
was an absolute pleasure to take the children out and they really enjoyed the experience; finding lots of different leaves and even 
having a paddle in the stream!    

A reminder that the reception children need their P.E. kit in school on Tuesdays.  Please be aware the children get changed into 

their kit before lunch; as they will be out in the playground and the weather is turning colder you may prefer to send joggers in 
rather than shorts.   

Have a lovely weekend 

Pat Creed 

SAPPHIRE CLASS      

First of all, it has been fantastic to see everybody again! It has been a great week with the children nice and refreshed and ready 

for the challenges of Autumn 2! On Tuesday (5th November), we will be holding a parent workshop for Maths. It is so important 

that you can attend this meeting as lots of important and useful information and tips will be demonstrated – this includes all Na-

tional Curriculum objectives for Maths so you are very clear about what the expectations are and what your child must be able to 

do by the end of this academic year. We will then take these objectives and demonstrate teaching ideas that help meet the objec-

tives which you can then take with you and do at home with your child. In Maths this week, we have been looking at multiplica-

tion. We have been looking at repeated additions and then how to accurately draw ‘groups of’ whilst being introduced/re-

introduced to the multiplication symbol. In literacy, Y1 have continued to develop their hold a sentence and sentence building 

activities whilst Mr Stringer’s group have been using adjectives, common exception words and, for some, ambitious suffixes, to 

write an interesting, detailed recount of our half term. In Geography, we used the BBC Weather website on iPads to research and 

draw different weather symbols. Well done for a very busy week Sapphire!  

Have a lovely, relaxing weekend!  
James Stringer and Tracey Hargate.   

DIAMOND CLASS   
It was lovely to begin the week with a visit from PC Doris, who discussed with the class how they can stay safe during the au-
tumn nights, when events such as Bonfire Night and Halloween take place. This discussion equipped the children with great 
knowledge of how to stay safe during these enjoyable nights. 
This week in Maths, the class were learning to identify the names and the properties of 2D shapes. They practised classifying 
these shapes using a Venn diagram and a classification key. They struggled with this concept at first, but really got the hang of it 
in the end.  In Literacy, we started reading our new class book for this term, ‘Gregory Cool’ by Caroline Binch. The children be-
gan with making predictions about the story based on clues on the front cover and the blurb. They then reflected on the main 
character’s thoughts and feelings at certain parts of the story, how his emotions differed to his emotion displayed on the front 
cover and why this might be. They found evidence in the text to support their ideas. 
In Science, as an introduction to our new topic ‘Animals including Humans’, the children imagined that they were stranded on a 
remote island and thought about what they would need to consider in order to survive, such as what they will eat, how they will 
keep warm and how they will provide a shelter for themselves. The children had to be really resourceful in their thinking and real-
ly think about what they could use around them on a stranded island in order to survive. 
The class learnt about Christian pilgrimages in their RE lesson, why they are quite different to just a special journey and why pil-
grimages are so important to people of different faiths. 
 

Well done this week Diamond Class! Have a great weekend. 

Sabrina Anderson 

EMERALD CLASS   

This week the children in Emerald Class have been looking at the character of Ariadne in Theseus and the Minotaur.  We have 
explored how the events in the story affected her and how her feelings changed throughout.  The children used drama to build up 
sentences and phrases that she would say to Theseus, and have now begun writing letters as Ariadne.  At the start of the week, 
PC Doris came and spoke to us about how to stay safe during the dark, autumn nights.  In maths we have been focusing on 
quadrilaterals and their properties as well as plotting them on quadrants using co-ordinates.  The children have solved some 
tricky problems and now have a good understanding of a difficult concept.  In our topic we looked at the upcoming general elec-
tion and how parliament works, it was great to hear the children’s views on politicians and also BREXIT!!!  We hope you have a 
relaxing weekend and let’s hope that England have a successful morning tomorrow! 

Joe Law & Kamran Ezel 
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If you would like to look in the Lost Property box, it is situated 
outside the school office.   

Lost Property 

RUBY CLASS have received the highest attendance this 
week  and will be allowed to come into school in non-uniform 
on MONDAY 4 NOVEMBER in recognition for their achieve-
ment this week for the most attendance this week 

As per our school policy, please remember that medical evi-
dence is required if your child has been ill for more than 3 
days or if attendance has dropped below 90%. 

 

Attendance for the week 

 Complete our supplementary forms, which can be 
found on the school website or collect them from the 
school office. 

 Return the supplementary forms to the school office as 
soon as possible. 

 We  still have places available for 2019. 

Nursery Admissions 

We are busy preparing our assembly for parents and the pupils 

on the 13th November at 9am. Please try and come along to 

this performance as we will be talking about our achievements 

so far and what we want to focus on until Christmas. Our 

theme for this year is all about reducing waste at our school so 

hopefully all pupils will have learnt from this experience and will 

make every effort with the help of their families to try and re-

duce their waste in their homes. 

NOTICES 
School Council & Eco-Committee 

On the second Sunday of each month, Nicola Bugliari and 

Emily Lawlor run the Sunday school at 9:00. On the third Sun-

day at 9:30 there is a music Sunday school run by fr Peter. 

St. John’s Church, Strayfield Road,: Sunday at 9am    

St. Luke’s Church, Phipps Hatch Lane: Sundays at 10.30am 

Children and their parents are welcome at both churches and 
both have Sunday Schools. 

 

Worship 

From September, Aldi Shoppers Can Receive Team 
GB Stickers To Send Into Primary Schools! Our School 

Could Win One Of Twenty £20,000 Cash Prizes To Kick-Start 
A Health Legacy. Types: Specialbuys, Pet Accessories, Kitch-
en, Garden Shop, DIY.   Please bring them into school. 

 

Sports News 

Well done to all the pupils who were selected from Emerald 
Class to run in the Cross Country at Forty Hall yesterday.  I 
was so proud of the determination that all pupils showed. 

Uniform Sales and Resources 

1. Go to our website 
www.stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

2. On the homepage scroll down 

3. Click on School Shop 

4. Choose and buy your items 

ALDI STICKERS 

Follow St. John’s on Twitter 

We have now opened a twitter account for St. John’s.  Follow 
us and see all the exciting activities that are taking place at our 
school.  If you go onto the School's website you will be able to 
access Twitter. 

Operation Christmas Child 
At St. John’s we support Operation Christmas Child eve-
ry year. 
 
We aim for every family in the school to donate a shoe-
box filled with gifts and a donation of £5, for a special 
child to enjoy this Christmas.    
 
This year, due to regulations, no toothpaste or sweets 
can be included in the boxes.  
 
For more details on how to pack your shoebox please 
visit their website 
www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk 
 
Gift Forms to put with the boxes have been given out.  If 
you need any spare there are a few in the school office. 
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    Term Dates for 2019/2020/2021 

SUMMER 2020 

Starts Monday 20 April  

Half Term Monday 25 May—Friday 29 May 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 17 July 

Bank Holiday Monday 4 May & Monday 25 May 

  

AUTUMN 2019 

INSET DAY Monday 2 September 

Starts Tuesday 3 September  

Half Term 
Monday  21 October—25 Friday  Octo-
ber 

INSET DAY Friday 29 November 

Ends (1.30pm) Thursday 19 December 

Bank Holiday Wednesday  25, Thursday 26 December 

SPRING 2020 

INSET DAY Monday 6 January 

Starts Tuesday 7 January 

Half Term Monday 17 Feb -Friday 21 February 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 3 April 

Breakfast Club Reminder 
 Starts at 8.00am (please do not bring children any earlier, they will not be allowed in) 

 If you require breakfast for your child, please ensure you are at school by 8.10am 

 Breakfast Club account should always be in credit (either weekly, monthly or termly) 

 Any changes to the days your child is attending, please inform the school office or leave a message on the Breakfast Club 

line. 

AUTUMN 2020 

INSET DAY Thursday 3 September 

Starts Friday 4 September 

Half Term Monday 26 October—Friday 30 October 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 18 December 

Bank Holiday Friday 25 & Monday 28 December 

SPRING 2021 

INSET DAY Monday 4 January 

Starts Tuesday 5 January 

Half Term Monday 15 Feb -Friday 19 February 

Ends (1.30pm) Thursday 1 April 

SUMMER 2021 

Starts Monday 19 April  

Half Term Monday 31 May—Friday 4 June 

Ends (1.30pm) Wednesday 21 July 

Bank Holiday Monday 3 May & Monday 31 May 

INSET DAYs 
Friday 25 June & Thursday 22 & Friday 
23 July  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

INFORMATION 

 

St. John’s Church Hall is open on Wednesdays after school for teas, coffees 
and biscuits!  
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Please remember that any of the above dates may alter 
because of changing circumstances. 
On INSET days the school is closed to pupils. 

Date List for Autumn Term 2019 

NOVEMBER   

Tuesday 5 Individual Pupil Photographs  

Tuesday 5 Maths workshop for parents in KS1 9.00am 

Wednesday 6 Class Assembly—Diamond Class 9.00am 

Tuesday 12 Open Morning for Prospective Parents 9.30am 

Tuesday 12 Maths workshop for parents in Diamond Class 9.00am 

Wednesday 13 Class Assembly—Emerald Class 9.00am 

Wednesday 13 Remembrance Service—St. John’s Church 2.20pm 

Thursday 14 Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes deadline  

Tuesday 19 Maths workshop for parents in Reception Class 9.00am 

Wednesday 20 Class Assembly—Sapphire Class 9.00am 

Tuesday 26 Maths workshop for parents in Emerald Class 9.00am 

Friday 29 INSET DAY  

DECEMBER   

Monday 2 Decorating the school hall for Christmas (all help welcome) 3.00pm 

Friday 6 Special Christmas Pop Up Shop every Friday 3.00pm 

Thursday 12 Nativity for Ruby Class  

Friday 13 Christmas Jumper Day (£1.50 donation) & Christmas School Dinner  

Friday 13 Secret Santa Shop for all pupils—£2 per present  

Monday 16 Christmas Class Parties  

Tuesday 17 Pantomime at Millfield Theatre 10.00am 

Wednesday 18 Carol Service—St. John’s Church 2.00pm 

Thursday 19 END OF TERM 1.15PM 


