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Thank you to everyone who attended Parents’ Evening, if you were una-

ble to make your appointment, please make sure that you see your 

child’s class teacher to arrange a time for next week. I can’t stress 

enough how important these meetings are in ensuring that we all work 

together to help your child to achieve their full potential. We still have 

resources on sale in the Reception Area, so please make sure that you 

pay on parent pay so that you can purchase the learning resources that 

you require. Please also make sure that you have filled in a parent ques-

tionnaire for every child that you have in the school so that we can make 

sure that we are getting it right and address any issues that may be aris-

ing. 

 

It is really disappointing to say that I have not been impressed with the 

response towards eliminating our lost property despite the fact that staff 

and School Council have been working hard to try to eliminate this 

waste. We really want parents and carers to instil in their children the 

importance of looking after their belongings and checking that they have 

everything at the end of the day – pupils must be encouraged to do this 

at  a very early age as it is an important life skill to learn. Please ensure 

that any new item of clothing is always labelled to help us in our cam-

paign of eliminating waste at St. John’s School. Our next project is look-

ing at how we can reduce the amount of waste in our school and raising 

awareness about the amount of litter outside our school and how this 

can be recycled or reused. Emerald Class and members of the Eco-

Committee from Diamond Class will be participating in a litter pick on the 

16th October at 11am if any parents are free to join us, please do let me 

know. 

 

I was absolutely thrilled with the very positive response to the parent 

workshop for both Diamond and Sapphire parents – it was so encourag-

ing to work with such supportive and enthusiastic parents. We are still 

running a variety of different workshops for parents next week and the 

details of these are as follows: 

 

15th October at 9am for Emerald parents regarding reading and 

time to observe the teaching of reading 

 

17th October at 9am for Reception parents regarding follow up to 

the reading meeting and attendance 

 

I look forward to seeing as many parents as possible at these meetings 

as you will find them very useful. Next half-term we will be running work-

shops to help parents in supporting their children with maths. Details of 

these will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 

 
Cont …. 

HEADTEACHER’S NEWS 

11 October 2019 

Week Beginning  
Monday 14 October 2019 

 
Monday 
8am  Breakfast Club  
3.00-4.00pm Art Club   (Invitation 
 only) 
3.00-4.00pm Multi Skills (Rec, 
 Yr 1,2 & 3)  
3.00-400pm Booster Class Yr6 
 
Tuesday 
Flu Nasal Spray Reception—Yr6 
8am   Breakfast Club 
9.00am  Emerald Parents’  
  meeting regarding  
  reading and time to 
  observe the teach 
  ing of reading 
3.00-4.00pm Football Club  
 (Yr 3-6) 
3.00-4.00pm School Choir  
3.00-400pm Booster Class Yr6 
 
 
Wednesday 
8am Breakfast Club 
9.30am Open Morning—
 Prospective Parents 
During school Keyboard 
During school Recorder 
3.00-4.00pm Netball Club   
 (Yr 3-6) 
3.00-4.00pm Science Club (by 
 invitation after half-
 term)   
3.00-400pm Booster Class Yr5 
 
 
Thursday 
8am  Breakfast Club 
9.00am  Reception Parents’ 
  meeting regarding  
  follow up to the  
  reading meeting and 
  attendance 
3.00-4.00pm Tennis Club  
 (Yr 2-Yr6) 
3.00-400pm Booster Class Yr5 
 
 
Friday 
8am  Breakfast Club 
11.45-12.10 Running Club (Yr1-6) 
2.45pm Pop Up Shop 

 This Week’s Attendance 
 

Class Week  

Ruby  98.8% 

Sapphire  93.3% 

Diamond  97.4% 

Emerald  98.3% 

Overall 97% 
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Cont’d …. 

The next PTA meeting will take place on the 1st November after Celebration Assembly as we need to 

agree the activities that will take place in school throughout the festive season, please make every effort 

to attend. It is important that parents really support us with these initiatives as budgets are getting tighter 

and it is becoming really challenging for schools to continue to resource all the areas that we have in the 

past. Please make every effort to support the following events: 

 

Pop up shop on Friday from 2.45pm 

 

Have a great weekend. 

 

 

Susan Notley 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

HEADTEACHER’S NEWS 

11 October 2019 

After School Clubs 

 

There are still places available on the After School Clubs. 

If you would like your child to attend, please pay on ParentPay. 

 

Monday Art Club By invitation (only if your child receives a letter) 3.00 - 4.00pm Ms Bullen - £26 

Monday Multi Skills Reception, Year 1-3  3.00 – 4.00pm Mr Pople - £26 

Tuesday Football Club Key Stage 2, Years 3-6  3.00 – 4.00pm Mr Pople - £26 

Tuesday Choir Club Year 2 – 6  3.00 – 4.00pm Mrs Anderson - £26 

Wednesday Netball Club Key Stage 2 Years 3-6  3.00 - 4.00pm Mr Pople - £26 

Wednesday Science Club By invitation (only if your child receives a letter) 3.00 – 4.00pm  Mrs Creed - £26 

  starts after half term 

Thursday Tennis Club Year 2-6  3.00 – 4.00pm Mr Pople - £26 

 

 

Class Representatives 

Ruby Class 

Ewa Franke 

Claire Gentle 

Natalie Dean 

 

Sapphire Class 

Janice Chapman-Preedy 

Jackie Godbold 

Shudi Misir 
 
 

 

Diamond Class 

Maria Karakassis 

Rachel Charalambous 

 

Emerald Class 

Claire Gentle 

Sarah Venn 

Valeria Williams 

 

If you have any ideas for fund-
raising etc. or would like to help, 
please contact your PTA repre-
sentatives. 



3 

 

 RUBY CLASS   
It was lovely to meet with so many of you during Parents’ Evenings this week to discuss your child’s progress and to 
plan their next steps. In Ruby Class we have been busy preparing our paintings and storytelling for Catriona’s com-
petition, all based around the theme of escape!  In maths we have been doing lots of measuring using non-standard 
measures such as pencils and shoes and promoting the language linked to size e.g. taller, higher, longer, smaller, 
shortest.   The nursery children have also been investigating ‘size’ and have been ordering animal pictures accord-
ing to their height.  Now that we have learned the first six sounds, (m,a,d.s.n.t ) in phonics , we have been focusing 
on blending and segmenting and sitting down together to practise our early reading skills. It has been a busy week! 

Following a request from some parents I have added the web address of two useful websites for maths. 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting          

http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html 

Have a lovely weekend    Pat Creed 

SAPPHIRE CLASS      

First of all, thank you for everybody who attended Parents’ Evening. It has been amazing informing you about our 

fantastic start to the academic year and also informing you of your child’s next steps. If you were unable to attend 

the meeting, it is absolutely essential you see me to arrange an alternative appointment time to ensure that we are 

all working closely together in ensuring all children achieve their full potential. As you may have seen, we still have 

resources for sale in the reception area, including phonic sound cards and whiteboards. All resources on  sale are 

used during the day in our teaching and the children are well aware of these and I cannot stress how important 

these resources are at home to ensure what is used at school and home are similar/the same to ensure consistency 

for the children. Secondly, thank you to the parents who attended our reading workshop. I hope the strategies you 

saw being delivered were helpful. Reading across all year groups is such a fundamental skill so again, if you were 

unable to attend, please do come and see me.  In Maths, we have been looking at naming and describing the prop-

erties of 3D shapes. We made shapes out of cocktail sticks and blu-tack which the children really enjoyed! In Litera-

cy, we spent some time this week writing our own escape-themed stories for our writing competition, Catriona’s writ-

ing. I wish everyone a lovely, relaxing weekend!  

James Stringer and Tracey Hargate.   

DIAMOND CLASS   
 
This week, the children have been carrying out assessments to demonstrate their learning so far this term. I have 

been pleased with their hard work and perseverance during these tests. 

The class completed their stories based on the theme 'escape' for the Catriona's Writing Award, and practised in-

cluding fronted adverbials and subordinating clauses to enhance their writing. 

In Maths, the children learnt to identify factors and multiples of numbers and demonstrate their understanding of 

these terms by my sorting multiples in a Venn diagram, and solving test-style questions related to factors and multi-

ples.  The class planned an observation this week in Science, observing how a plant’s growth is affected if there are 

no leaves. They completed an observation diary explaining what they would change, in order to set up the observa-

tion (e.g. remove the leaves from one of the plants) and how they would ensure that it is a fair test. 

Well done this week Diamonds class! Have a wonderful weekend!   Sabrina Anderson 

EMERALD CLASS   

Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended parents’ evening this week, we found the meetings really pro-
ductive and appreciate all your support in your child’s learning.  This week the children in Emerald Class have had 
two important sessions on keeping safe.  One was a session on e-safety and how to stay aware online and while 
using connected devices.  This is a key skill in today's world, where we are all at risk if we are not careful.  Our other 
session was with the fire brigade.  We had a visit and presentation on the dangers of fire and how to lower the risks 

in and around our homes.  In literacy, we have begun thinking about and drafting our stories for Catriona's Writing 
Competition.  The children will be thinking more about their stories this weekend so they can add to their stories next 
week!  In maths, after completing our assessments, we have started to focus on percentages.  The children will con-
tinue with this next week as it can be a tricky concept to understand.  In art we have been looking at drawing/
sketching people in motion and linked this to our Ancient Greek topic by drawing some pictures of Greek Gods 
showing movement.  We hope you have a relaxing weekend.  Joe Law & Kamran Ezel 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html
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NOTICEBOARD 

IMPORTANT 

Please ensure the following forms have 
been returned to school:- 

 Nasal Flu Consent Form—
Reception to Year 6 

 

Even if your child is not going to have 
the Nasal Flu vaccination, please fill in 
the form with the correct box ticked and 
return it to the school office 

 

 

 

If you would like to look in the Lost Property box, 
it is situated outside the school office.   

Lost Property 

RUBY CLASS have received the highest 
attendance this week  and will be allowed to 
come into school in non-uniform on MONDAY 
14 OCTOBER in recognition for their achieve-
ment this week for the most attendance this week 

As per our school policy, please remember that medical evi-
dence is required if your child has been ill for more than 3 
days or if attendance has dropped below 90%. 

Attendance for the week 

 Complete our supplementary forms, which can be 
found on the school website or collect them from the 
school office. 

 Return the supplementary forms to the school office as 
soon as possible. 

 We  still have places available for September 2019. 

Nursery Admissions 

During our meeting this week we talked about our sale of the 

lost property that was not claimed and also the plan of action in 

place to ensure that we eliminate lost property completely from 

St. John’s School. Next week we are participating in a litter pick 

in our local community, if any parents would like to join us 

please come and see me. We will be leaving at 11am and re-

turning to school for 11.45am. Thank you to Nicky for making 

the suggestion box in the Reception Area. Please put your sug-

gestions for fundraising ideas to raise money for the ceiling in 

St. John’s Church and Catriona’s charity. 

NOTICES 
School Council & Eco-Committee 

On the second Sunday of each month, Nicola 

Bugliari and Emily Lawlor run the Sunday 

school at 9:00. On the third Sunday at 9:30 

there is a music Sunday school run by fr Peter. 

St. John’s Church, Strayfield Road,: Sunday at 
9am    

St. Luke’s Church, Phipps Hatch Lane: Sun-
days at 10.30am 

Worship 

From September, Aldi Shoppers 
Can Receive Team 

GB Stickers To Send Into Prima-
ry Schools! Our School Could Win One Of Twenty £20,000 
Cash Prizes To Kick-Start A Health Legacy. Types: Special-

buys, Pet Accessories, Kitchen, Garden Shop, DIY.   Please 
bring them into school. 

Sports News 

This week our football team played two more league games. 
On a rainy afternoon, we went up against a very strong Mer-
ryhills team. In a very close game, where both teams had 
chances, we unfortunately lost 1-0. Our second match was 
against Walker. By this time the weather and pitch conditions 
had worsened on a rainy afternoon, and it made for an exciting 
game. After going 1-0 down, Mathis equalised with a clever 
finish after some creative play down the wing by Milo. The 
game finished with a flurry of chances for us, but we just could-
n’t make the break through and the match finished 1-1. Well 
done to the team! Players of the week are Milo for being in-
volved in so much of our play, and William for a fantastic per-
formance in goal, where he made many excellent saves!  

Uniform Sales and Resources 

1. Go to our website 
www.stjohnsprimarysch.org.uk 

2. On the homepage scroll down 

3. Click on School Shop 

4. Choose and buy your items 

ALDI STICKERS 

Follow St. John’s on Twitter 

We have now opened a twitter account for St. John’s.  Follow 
us and see all the exciting activities that are taking place at our 
school.  If you go onto the School's website you will be able to 
access Twitter. 

Sonny the Snail Sensory Garden 
One of our parents has s sensory garden 
and a grow and keep allotment for autistic 

children and disabled children and adults.  

If you would like to visit, it is located at 82a 
Church Road, Ponders End, EN3 4NX.   

Or you can email Sonny-
thesnail@yahoo.com,  

www.facebook.com/sonnythesnail/ 
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    Term Dates for 2019/2020/2021 

SUMMER 2020 

Starts Monday 20 April  

Half Term Monday 25 May—Friday 29 May 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 17 July 

Bank Holiday Monday 4 May & Monday 25 May 

  

AUTUMN 2019 

INSET DAY Monday 2 September 

Starts Tuesday 3 September  

Half Term 
Monday  21 October—25 Friday  Octo-
ber 

INSET DAY Friday 29 November 

Ends (1.30pm) Thursday 19 December 

Bank Holiday Wednesday  25, Thursday 26 December 

SPRING 2020 

INSET DAY Monday 6 January 

Starts Tuesday 7 January 

Half Term Monday 17 Feb -Friday 21 February 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 3 April 

Breakfast Club Reminder 
 Starts at 8.00am (please do not bring children any earlier, they will not be allowed in) 

 If you require breakfast for your child, please ensure you are at school by 8.10am 

 Breakfast Club account should always be in credit (either weekly, monthly or termly) 

 Any changes to the days your child is attending, please inform the school office or leave a message on the Breakfast Club 

line. 

AUTUMN 2020 

INSET DAY Thursday 3 September 

Starts Friday 4 September 

Half Term Monday 26 October—Friday 30 October 

Ends (1.30pm) Friday 18 December 

Bank Holiday Friday 25 & Monday 28 December 

SPRING 2021 

INSET DAY Monday 4 January 

Starts Tuesday 5 January 

Half Term Monday 15 Feb -Friday 19 February 

Ends (1.30pm) Thursday 1 April 

SUMMER 2021 

Starts Monday 19 April  

Half Term Monday 31 May—Friday 4 June 

Ends (1.30pm) Wednesday 21 July 

Bank Holiday Monday 3 May & Monday 31 May 

INSET DAYs 
Friday 25 June & Thursday 22 & Friday 
23 July  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Parish Quiz Night 

Saturday 12th October 

Thank you to those who have shown an 
interest in coming to St Luke’s for our 
quiz night in a fortnight’s time.  The quiz 
has earned itself a really great reputa-
tion over the last couple of year, so tick-
ets tend to fly off the shelves.  As of 
this morning there was only one table 
left, so if you’d like to come, please call 
020 8482 4309 ASAP before it goes to 
someone else! 

INFORMATION 

 

St. John’s Church 
Hall is open on 
Wednesdays after 
school for teas, cof-
fees and biscuits!  

 

SUNDAY 13TH OCTOBER 
PATRONAL FESTIVAL FOR 
ST LUKE   

10.30am, St Luke’s 

A sung service of Holy 

Communion, at which we 

shall be giving thanks for 

St Luke, one of the patrons 

of our parish. 

There will be Junior Church 

for our young people. 
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Please remember that any of the above dates may alter 
because of changing circumstances. 
On INSET days the school is closed to pupils. 

Date List for Autumn Term 2019 

OCTOBER   

Tuesday 15 Meeting for Emerald parents regarding reading and time to ob-

serve the teaching of reading 

9.00am 

Tuesday 15 Flu Nasal Spray—Reception to Year 6  

Wednesday 16 Open Morning for Prospective Parents 9.30am 

Thursday 17 Meeting for Reception parents regarding follow up to the reading 
meeting and attendance 

9.00am 

Monday 21—Friday 25 HALF TERM  

Wednesday 30 Class Assembly—Emerald Class 9.00am 

NOVEMBER   

Tuesday 5 Individual Pupil Photographs  

Wednesday 6 Class Assembly—Diamond Class 9.00am 

Tuesday 12 Open Morning for Prospective Parents 9.30am 

Wednesday 13 Remembrance Service—St. John’s Church 2.20pm 

Wednesday 20 Class Assembly—Sapphire Class 9.00am 

Friday 29 INSET DAY  

DECEMBER   

Thursday 12 Nativity for Ruby Class  

Friday 13 Christmas Jumper Day (£1.50 donation)  

Monday 16 Christmas Class Parties  

Tuesday 17 Pantomime at Millfield Theatre 10.00am 

Wednesday 18 Carol Service—St. John’s Church 2.00pm 

Thursday 19 END OF TERM 1.15PM 


